The Electoral College
IS a unique system
used to determine
the outcome of the

presidential race.

It is a fundamental but often
misunderstood component of
the U.S. presidential election
system. Its design reflects his-
torical compromises and
continues to shape the strategy
and outcomes of presidential
campaigns.

The U.S. Constitution estab-
lished the Electoral College as a
mechanism for electing the
president and vice president.
Instead of a direct popular vote,
the president is elected by
“electors” from each state. The
number of electors per state
equals its total number of Sena-
tors and Representatives in
Congress, totaling 538 electors.
A majority of 270 electoral
votes is required to win the
presidency.

HISTORICAL
BACKGROUND

The Electoral College, like
much of the Constitution, was
the result of a compromise.
The Constitutional Convention
of 1787 designed it to balance
the demands of those who
wanted to elect the president
by a vote in Congress and those
who wanted a popular vote.
The Founding Fathers designed
this system to balance the
influence of small and large
states, and to provide a check
against direct democracy,
which they feared could lead to
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mob rule.

Since its inception, the Elec-
toral College has undergone
several changes:

12th Amendment (1804):
This amendment revised the
electoral process following the
contentious election of 1800. It
required electors to cast sepa-
rate votes for president and
vice president, preventing
future ties between candidates
from the same party.

Electoral Count Act (1887):
This act established procedures
for resolving disputes in the
counting of electoral votes, an
important reform following the
highly disputed election of
1876.

State-level changes: States
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have the authority to determine
how they allocate their elec-
toral votes. Most states use a
winner-takes-all system, where
the candidate with the most
popular votes in the state
receives all its electoral votes.
Maine and Nebraska use a pro-
portional system, allocating
electoral votes by congressional
district and statewide results.

ROLE IN PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTIONS

During a presidential elec-
tion, voters cast their ballots for
a slate of electors pledged to
their candidate. These electors
then vote for president and vice
president in December, after
the general election. The
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electoral votes are counted in a
joint session of Congress in
January, officially certifying the
winner.

The Electoral College has
faced criticism and calls for
reform, particularly when the
electoral vote outcome diverges
from the national popular vote.
This discrepancy occurred in
the elections of 2000 and 2016,
sparking debates about the fair-
ness and relevance of the
Electoral College in modern
democracy.

Proponents argue that the
system protects the interests of
smaller states and ensures a
broad, geographically diverse
support base for the president.
Critics, however, contend that

9
T~
g

6

CT7

MD 10
DC3

it can undermine the principle
of “one person, one vote” and
disproportionately amplify the
influence of swing states.

Several reform proposals
have been suggested:

National Popular Vote Inter-
state Compact (NPVIC): This
agreement among states
pledges to award their electoral
votes to the candidate who
wins the national popular vote,
effectively circumventing the
Electoral College without a con-
stitutional amendment.

Constitutional amendments:
Various amendments have
been proposed to either modify
or abolish the Electoral College,
but none have gained signifi-
cant traction.



