
HOMEWISE  Real Estate Tips and Advice

A well-organized home 
does more than look 
tidy. Thoughtful storage 

can cut down on daily stress, 
save time during busy morn-
ings and help each room serve 
its purpose a little better. 

That matters in homes of 
every size. Whether a house-
hold is managing a growing 
family, working from home or 
simply trying to keep counters 
clear, the right system often 
starts with using space in a 
practical way.

ENTRYWAY BASICS
One of the hardest-working 

spots in any home is the 
entryway. Shoes, bags, keys 
and mail tend to collect there, 
so simple storage pieces can 
help keep traffic moving and 
reduce last-minute searches 
on the way out the door.

Wall hooks, a narrow bench 
and baskets for everyday items 
are common solutions. A small 
tray for keys and sunglasses 
can also create a reliable drop 
zone that keeps surfaces from 
becoming cluttered.

KITCHEN ZONES
In the kitchen, organization 

often works best when items 
are stored near where they are 
used. Pots and pans fit natu-
rally near the stove, while 

food containers and wraps are 
easier to reach when kept 
close to prep areas.

Clear containers, drawer 
dividers and shelf risers can 
make cabinets more useful 
without changing the layout. 
The goal is not to pack in more, 
but to make ordinary tasks like 
cooking, packing lunches and 
unloading groceries easier.

CLOSETS AND 
BEDROOMS

Bedrooms benefit from 

storage that supports daily 
habits. Hampers, drawer orga-
nizers and under-bed bins can 
help keep clothing, shoes and 
linens from piling up on 
chairs or floors.

Closets often work better 
when they are divided into 
simple categories such as 
work clothes, seasonal items 
and accessories. Matching 
hangers and labeled bins can 
also make it easier to see what 
is on hand and maintain order 
over time.

In living rooms and family 
spaces, storage furniture can 
serve more than one purpose. 
Ottomans with interior space, 
bookcases with baskets and 
media cabinets with doors can 
help keep games, blankets and 
electronics neatly contained.

The same thinking applies 
to bathrooms and laundry 
areas. Towels, toiletries and 
cleaning supplies are easier to 
manage when shelves, bins 
and cabinet organizers give 
each item a set place.

A system does not need to 
be large or costly to be effec-
tive. Many successful organiz-
ing plans begin with a single 
drawer, one closet or a corner 
that has become difficult to 
manage.

Over time, small improve-
ments can support smoother 
routines across the home. 
When everyday items are easy 
to find and easy to put away, 
rooms tend to feel calmer, 
work harder and stay ready 
for the people who use them.
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Start Small
Do not try to organize the whole house in one weekend. Pick one trouble spot, give every 
item a place and build from there. Small wins are easier to keep up.

REAL ESTATE 101

HOMEWISE

 
Drop Zone: A drop zone is a designated spot near an entry or busy area where everyday items such as keys, shoes, bags or mail are stored for quick access and less clutter.
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AD SPACE

A well-organized home 
does more than look 
tidy. Thoughtful stor-

age can cut down on daily 
stress, save time during busy 
mornings and help each room 
serve its purpose a little bet-
ter. 

That matters in homes of 
every size. Whether a house-
hold is managing a growing 
family, working from home or 
simply trying to keep counters 
clear, the right system often 
starts with using space in a 
practical way.

ENTRYWAY BASICS
One of the hardest-working 

spots in any home is the 
entryway. Shoes, bags, keys 

and mail tend to collect 
there, so simple storage piec-
es can help keep traffic mov-
ing and reduce last-minute 
searches on the way out the 
door.

Wall hooks, a narrow bench 
and baskets for everyday 
items are common solutions. 
A small tray for keys and sun-
glasses can also create a reli-
able drop zone that keeps sur-
faces from becoming clut-
tered.

KITCHEN ZONES
In the kitchen, organization 

often works best when items 
are stored near where they are 
used. Pots and pans fit natu-
rally near the stove, while 

food containers and wraps are 
easier to reach when kept 
close to prep areas.

Clear containers, drawer 
dividers and shelf risers can 
make cabinets more useful 
without changing the layout. 
The goal is not to pack in 
more, but to make ordinary 
tasks like cooking, packing 
lunches and unloading grocer-
ies easier.

CLOSETS AND 
BEDROOMS

Bedrooms benefit from 
storage that supports daily 
habits. Hampers, drawer orga-
nizers and under-bed bins can 
help keep clothing, shoes and 
linens from piling up on 

chairs or floors.
Closets often work better 

when they are divided into 
simple categories such as 
work clothes, seasonal items 
and accessories. Matching 
hangers and labeled bins can 
also make it easier to see what 
is on hand and maintain order 
over time.

In living rooms and family 
spaces, storage furniture can 
serve more than one purpose. 
Ottomans with interior space, 
bookcases with baskets and 
media cabinets with doors 
can help keep games, blan-
kets and electronics neatly 
contained.

The same thinking applies 
to bathrooms and laundry 

areas. Towels, toiletries and 
cleaning supplies are easier to 
manage when shelves, bins 
and cabinet organizers give 
each item a set place.

A system does not need to 
be large or costly to be effec-
tive. Many successful organiz-
ing plans begin with a single 
drawer, one closet or a corner 
that has become difficult to 
manage.

Over time, small improve-
ments can support smoother 
routines across the home. 
When everyday items are 
easy to find and easy to put 
away, rooms tend to feel 
calmer, work harder and stay 
ready for the people who use 
them.
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