
HOMEWISE  Real Estate Tips and Advice

Multi-generational living 
is on the rise as fami-
lies seek to save money, 

strengthen bonds and support 
one another through life’s 
transitions. 

Whether it’s adult children 
returning home, grandparents 
moving in or extended fami-
lies pooling resources, sharing 
a home can provide practical 
and emotional rewards.

FINANCIAL SAVINGS  
AND SHARED COSTS

Pooling Resources: Living 
together allows families to 
combine financial resources, 
reducing the burden of multi-
ple mortgages, rent payments 
or utility bills. This is particu-
larly appealing in areas with 
high housing costs or during 
times of economic uncertainty.

Reduced Childcare and 
Elder Care Costs: For families 
with young children or aging 
relatives, multi-generational 
living can cut costs signifi-
cantly. Grandparents can pro-
vide childcare, eliminating the 
need for expensive daycare, 
while younger family mem-
bers can assist with caregiving 
for elderly relatives. These 
arrangements save money 
while fostering closer relation-
ships.

Shared Maintenance 

Responsibilities: Household 
maintenance, from cleaning 
to lawn care, can be divided 
among family members, 
reducing the workload for 
everyone. Sharing these tasks 
helps create a more balanced 
and manageable lifestyle.

STRENGTHENED  
FAMILY BONDS

Daily Interaction: Spending 
more time together allows 
family members to build 
stronger connections. Regular 
interactions over meals, activ-
ities or simple conversations 
create lasting memories and 

enhance emotional support.
Teaching Opportunities: 

Multi-generational living 
offers opportunities for 
younger family members to 
learn from older relatives. 
Stories, skills and family tradi-
tions are passed down, enrich-
ing everyone’s experience. 
Likewise, children can teach 
grandparents new skills, such 
as navigating technology, cre-
ating a reciprocal learning 
environment.

DESIGN 
CONSIDERATIONS

Separate Living Areas: 

Homes designed for 
multi-generational families 
often include features like 
in-law suites or dual master 
bedrooms. 

These areas offer privacy 
while maintaining proximity, 
ensuring that each generation 
has its own space to retreat 
and relax.

Shared Spaces for 
Gathering: Shared kitchens, 
dining rooms and living areas 
provide spaces where the fam-
ily can come together. Open 
floor plans with ample seating 
accommodate larger house-
holds while making gather-

ings enjoyable and stress-free.
Accessibility Features: For 

families with older members, 
accessibility is key. Homes 
with single-level layouts, wide 
doorways and no-step 
entrances help ensure com-
fort and safety for everyone.

Multi-generational living 
provides financial, practical 
and emotional benefits that 
make it an appealing option 
for many families. With the 
right home design and a focus 
on communication and bal-
ance, sharing a home can cre-
ate a rewarding lifestyle for all 
generations.
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Design for Privacy and Togetherness
When planning a multi-generational living arrangement, look for homes with layouts that bal-
ance private spaces, like bedrooms or in-law suites, with shared areas such as kitchens or 
family rooms. This balance fosters harmony while maintaining personal space.
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Multi-Generational Home: A multi-generational home is designed to accommodate multiple generations of a family under one roof. These homes often feature separate entrances, 
kitchens or living areas to provide privacy while maintaining shared spaces for family interaction.
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Multi-generational living 
is on the rise as families 
seek to save money, 

strengthen bonds and support 
one another through life’s tran-
sitions. 

Whether it’s adult children 
returning home, grandparents 
moving in or extended fami-
lies pooling resources, sharing 
a home can provide practical 
and emotional rewards.

FINANCIAL SAVINGS  
AND SHARED COSTS

Pooling Resources: Living 
together allows families to 
combine financial resources, 
reducing the burden of multi-
ple mortgages, rent payments 
or utility bills. This is particu-
larly appealing in areas with 

high housing costs or during 
times of economic uncertainty.

Reduced Childcare and 
Elder Care Costs: For families 
with young children or aging 
relatives, multi-generational 
living can cut costs significant-
ly. Grandparents can provide 
childcare, eliminating the need 
for expensive daycare, while 
younger family members can 
assist with caregiving for elder-
ly relatives. These arrange-
ments save money while fos-
tering closer relationships.

Shared Maintenance 
Responsibilities: Household 
maintenance, from cleaning to 
lawn care, can be divided 
among family members, 
reducing the workload for 
everyone. Sharing these tasks 

helps create a more balanced 
and manageable lifestyle.

STRENGTHENED  
FAMILY BONDS

Daily Interaction: Spending 
more time together allows 
family members to build stron-
ger connections. Regular inter-
actions over meals, activities 
or simple conversations create 
lasting memories and enhance 
emotional support.

Teaching Opportunities: 
Multi-generational living offers 
opportunities for younger fam-
ily members to learn from 
older relatives. Stories, skills 
and family traditions are 
passed down, enriching every-
one’s experience. Likewise, 
children can teach grandpar-

ents new skills, such as navi-
gating technology, creating a 
reciprocal learning environ-
ment.

DESIGN 
CONSIDERATIONS

Separate Living Areas: 
Homes designed for multi-gen-
erational families often 
include features like in-law 
suites or dual master bed-
rooms. 

These areas offer privacy 
while maintaining proximity, 
ensuring that each generation 
has its own space to retreat 
and relax.

Shared Spaces for 
Gathering: Shared kitchens, 
dining rooms and living areas 
provide spaces where the fam-

ily can come together. Open 
floor plans with ample seating 
accommodate larger house-
holds while making gatherings 
enjoyable and stress-free.

Accessibility Features: For 
families with older members, 
accessibility is key. Homes 
with single-level layouts, wide 
doorways and no-step entranc-
es help ensure comfort and 
safety for everyone.

Multi-generational living 
provides financial, practical 
and emotional benefits that 
make it an appealing option 
for many families. With the 
right home design and a focus 
on communication and bal-
ance, sharing a home can cre-
ate a rewarding lifestyle for all 
generations.
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