
HOMEWISE  Real Estate Tips and Advice

Homeowners associa-
tions offer benefits 
like shared amenities 

and neighborhood upkeep, 
but they also come with a 
rulebook. Before buying in an 
HOA community, it’s essential 
to understand the regulations 
— and whether they fit your 
lifestyle.

LOOK BEYOND  
THE DUES

Most buyers start by looking 
at monthly or annual dues, 
but the rules themselves can 
have a much greater impact. 
HOA guidelines, usually out-
lined in the CC&Rs, govern 
everything from fencing and 
landscaping to pets, parking 
and holiday decorations.

Some HOAs restrict short-
term rentals, limit the number 
or type of pets, or even 
require approval before 
changing your home’s exteri-
or. Others manage amenities 
like pools, gyms or walking 
trails and outline responsibili-
ties for their upkeep.

Violating HOA rules can 
result in warnings, fines or 
legal action, so understanding 
what’s expected is critical. If 
you love gardening, but the 
HOA limits plant types or yard 
designs, that could become a 
frustration.

EVALUATE THE 
MANAGEMENT

In addition to reading the 
rules, review the HOA’s finan-
cial health. Ask for recent 
budgets, reserve studies and 
meeting minutes. A well-man-
aged HOA with solid reserves 
is less likely to surprise home-

owners with special assess-
ments for major repairs.

Check how rules are 
enforced. Is the HOA strict or 
flexible? Talk to current resi-
dents or read online reviews 
to get a feel for the communi-
ty dynamic. 

An HOA that enforces rules 

inconsistently or fails to main-
tain common areas can affect 
home values and create ten-
sion.

Also consider how respon-
sive the HOA is. Are repairs 
and requests handled quickly? 
Is there a clear process for 
residents to raise concerns?

HOAs can help protect your 
property’s appearance and 
value — but only if their rules 
align with your priorities. 
Take time to review the docu-
ments, assess the manage-
ment and decide whether the 
community is the right fit for 
how you want to live.
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How to Evaluate HOA Rules
What’s Allowed, What’s Not, and How It Affects You



Read the HOA Documents Carefully
Before buying a home in an HOA community, request and review the full set of governing 
documents. These rules may affect your lifestyle, renovations or even whether you can rent 
out your home.
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Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions (CC&Rs): CC&Rs are the rules and guidelines set by a homeowners association that outline what property owners can and can’t do. They 
cover everything from landscaping to exterior paint colors and parking.
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Homeowners associa-
tions offer benefits 
like shared amenities 

and neighborhood upkeep, 
but they also come with a 
rulebook. Before buying in an 
HOA community, it’s essential 
to understand the regulations 
— and whether they fit your 
lifestyle.

LOOK BEYOND  
THE DUES

Most buyers start by looking 
at monthly or annual dues, 

but the rules themselves can 
have a much greater impact. 
HOA guidelines, usually out-
lined in the CC&Rs, govern 
everything from fencing and 
landscaping to pets, parking 
and holiday decorations.

Some HOAs restrict short-
term rentals, limit the number 
or type of pets, or even 
require approval before 
changing your home’s exteri-
or. Others manage amenities 
like pools, gyms or walking 
trails and outline responsibili-

ties for their upkeep.
Violating HOA rules can 

result in warnings, fines or 
legal action, so understanding 
what’s expected is critical. If 
you love gardening, but the 
HOA limits plant types or yard 
designs, that could become a 
frustration.

EVALUATE THE 
MANAGEMENT

In addition to reading the 
rules, review the HOA’s finan-
cial health. Ask for recent 

budgets, reserve studies and 
meeting minutes. A well-man-
aged HOA with solid reserves 
is less likely to surprise home-
owners with special assess-
ments for major repairs.

Check how rules are 
enforced. Is the HOA strict or 
flexible? Talk to current resi-
dents or read online reviews 
to get a feel for the communi-
ty dynamic. An HOA that 
enforces rules inconsistently 
or fails to maintain common 
areas can affect home values 

and create tension.
Also consider how respon-

sive the HOA is. Are repairs 
and requests handled quickly? 
Is there a clear process for 
residents to raise concerns?

HOAs can help protect your 
property’s appearance and 
value — but only if their rules 
align with your priorities. 
Take time to review the docu-
ments, assess the manage-
ment and decide whether the 
community is the right fit for 
how you want to live.
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