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Attainable Audi Excellence

Newest A3 Quattro Delivers German Experience Affordably

By Derek Price
CARGAZING.COM

he 2025 Audi A3
TQuattro succeeds in a

challenging mission:
providing an authentic taste
of the Audi experience with-
out requiring luxury-car
pricing.

As an entry point to the
brand, it strikes a careful
balance between premium
aspirations and practical
realities, delivering genuine
driving satisfaction while
acknowledging the compro-
mises inherent in its seg-
ment.

The most significant
improvement for 2025
comes from the powertrain
upgrades. The turbocharged
2.0-liter four-cylinder now
produces more torque and
feels notably peppier than
its predecessor.

The engine responds
eagerly to throttle inputs,
providing the kind of imme-
diate acceleration that
makes merging and passing
genuinely enjoyable. The
seven-speed S tronic trans-
mission shifts smoothly and
quickly, contributing to the
overall sense of refinement.

Handling characteristics
lean decidedly toward the
sporty side of the spectrum.
The steering feels precise
and well-weighted, provid-
ing confidence through cor-
ners while remaining man-
ageable in daily driving.

The suspension tuning
prioritizes control over com-
fort, resulting in a firm ride

The 2025 A3’s refined exterior design incorporates Audi’s signature styling cues while maintaining the proportions
necessary for urban maneuverability and parking convenience.

that communicates road
surface details clearly. This
approach favors enthusiastic
driving over long-distance
comfort, which may not suit
all buyers but aligns with
Audji’s sporting pretensions.

Perhaps the most impres-
sive aspect of the A3 Quattro
is its standard all-wheel
drive system. At this price
point, most luxury competi-
tors offer front-wheel drive
as standard, making quattro
a significant competitive
advantage.

The system provides reas-
suring traction in adverse
conditions while enhancing
cornering stability during

spirited driving.

Fuel efficiency proves
surprisingly impressive
despite the performance-ori-
ented character. Real-world
driving consistently delivers
a range exceeding 400 miles
per tank, even with an
aggressive driving style in
my week of testing. This
combination of efficiency
and performance represents
one of the A3’s strongest
selling points.

Interior space reveals the
inevitable compromises of
the compact luxury seg-
ment. Rear seat legroom
feels tight for adult passen-
gers, while trunk capacity

limits cargo carrying.

Road noise intrudes more
than expected in a premium
product, though the level
remains acceptable for the
price point. The cabin mate-
rials and build quality feel
appropriately upscale, with
logical control placement
and intuitive tech.

At $46,040 as tested, the
A3 represents solid value in
the luxury compact seg-
ment. The extensive option
list allows buyers to custom-
ize the experience, though
the base model includes
generous standard equip-
ment. The pricing strategy
positions the A3 as an acces-

sible entry point to Audi
ownership without feeling
stripped or compromised.

The compromises are real
and worth acknowledging,
though. Space limitations,
firm ride quality and elevat-
ed road noise represent
trade-offs inherent in the
segment. However, these
concerns feel proportionate
to the pricing rather than
glaring deficiencies.

For buyers seeking an
introduction to German lux-
ury without the associated
financial commitment, the
A3 Quattro delivers authen-
tic Audi character in an
approachable package.

AT A GLANCE

WHAT WAS TESTED?
2025 Audi A3 Quattro
($38,200). Options:
Premium paint ($595),
Premium Plus package
($2,600), black optic
package ($1,750),
technology package
($1,600). Price as tested
(including $1,295
destination charge):
$46,040

BY THE NUMBERS
Wheelbase: 103.7 in.
Length: 177.3 in.

Width: 78.1 in.

Height: 56.2 in.

Engine: 2.0-liter
turbocharged four
cylinder (201 hp, 236 Ibs.
ft.)

Transmission: Seven-
speed automatic

MPG equivalent: 24 city,
34 highway

RATINGS
Style: 7
Performance: 8
Price: 6
Handling: 9
Ride:6
Comfort: 6
Quality: 7
Overall: 7

WHY BUY IT?

The A3 Quattro offers an
entry-level Audi
experience with
standard all-wheel drive,
engaging performance
and impressive
efficiency.



The 2025 A3’s refined exterior design incorporates Audi’s signature styling cues while maintaining the proportions necessary for urban maneuverability and parking convenience.
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he 2025 Audi A3 Quattro succeeds in a
Tchallenging mission: providing an

authentic taste of the Audi experience
without requiring luxury-car pricing.

As an entry point to the brand, it strikes a
careful balance between premium aspira-
tions and practical realities, delivering genu-
ine driving satisfaction while acknowledging
the compromises inherent in its segment.

The most significant improvement for
2025 comes from the powertrain upgrades.
The turbocharged 2.0-liter four-cylinder
now produces more torque and feels nota-
bly peppier than its predecessor.

The engine responds eagerly to throttle
inputs, providing the kind of immediate
acceleration that makes merging and pass-
ing genuinely enjoyable. The seven-speed S
tronic transmission shifts smoothly and
quickly, contributing to the overall sense of
refinement.

Handling characteristics lean decidedly
toward the sporty side of the spectrum. The
steering feels precise and well-weighted,
providing confidence through corners while
remaining manageable in daily driving.

The suspension tuning prioritizes control
over comfort, resulting in a firm ride that
communicates road surface details clearly.
This approach favors enthusiastic driving
over long-distance comfort, which may not
suit all buyers but aligns with Audi’s sport-

A CLOSER LOOK

The A3’s cabin balances premium materials and technology with the space constraints of
the compact luxury segment, prioritizing driver-focused ergonomics and build quality.

ing pretensions.

Perhaps the most impressive aspect of the
A3 Quattro is its standard all-wheel drive
system. At this price point, most luxury
competitors offer front-wheel drive as stan-
dard, making quattro a significant competi-
tive advantage.

The system provides reassuring traction
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AT A G LAN CE FACTS, FIGURES AND RATINGS

WHAT WAS TESTED?

2025 Audi A3 Quattro ($38,200). Options: Premium
paint ($595), Premium Plus package ($2,600), black
optic package ($1,750), technology package ($1,600).
Price as tested (including $1,295 destination charge):

$46,040

BY THE NUMBERS
Wheelbase: 103.7 in.
Length: 177.3 in.
Width: 78.1 in.
Height: 56.2 in.

hp, 236 |bs. ft.)

Engine: 2.0-liter turbocharged four cylinder (201

Transmission: Seven-speed automatic
MPG equivalent: 24 city, 34 highway

in adverse conditions while enhancing cor-
nering stability during spirited driving.

Fuel efficiency proves surprisingly
impressive despite the performance-orient-
ed character. Real-world driving consistently
delivers a range exceeding 400 miles per
tank, even with an aggressive driving style
in my week of testing. This combination of

RATINGS
Style: 7
Performance: 8
Price: 6
Handling: 9
Ride:6
Comfort: 6
Quality: 7
Overall: 7

efficiency and performance represents one
of the A3’s strongest selling points.

Interior space reveals the inevitable com-
promises of the compact luxury segment.
Rear seat legroom feels tight for adult pas-
sengers, while trunk capacity limits cargo
carrying.

Road noise intrudes more than expected
in a premium product, though the level
remains acceptable for the price point. The
cabin materials and build quality feel appro-
priately upscale, with logical control place-
ment and intuitive tech.

At $46,040 as tested, the A3 represents
solid value in the luxury compact segment.
The extensive option list allows buyers to
customize the experience, though the base
model includes generous standard equip-
ment. The pricing strategy positions the A3
as an accessible entry point to Audi owner-
ship without feeling stripped or compro-
mised.

The compromises are real and worth
acknowledging, though. Space limitations,
firm ride quality and elevated road noise
represent trade-offs inherent in the seg-
ment. However, these concerns feel propor-
tionate to the pricing rather than glaring
deficiencies.

For buyers seeking an introduction to
German luxury without the associated
financial commitment, the A3 Quattro deliv-
ers authentic Audi character in an
approachable package.

WHY BUY IT?

The A3 Quattro offers an
entry-level Audi experience
with standard all-wheel drive,
engaging performance and
impressive efficiency.




