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HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE  |  A LITTLE BIT OF LUXE

Luxury doesn’t  
have to come with  
a lavish price tag. 

This holiday season, shop-
pers can find plenty of ways to 
treat friends, loved ones — or 
themselves — to a touch of 
indulgence without breaking 
the bank.

Affordable luxury gifts are 
all about the details: fine 
materials, elegant packaging 
and experiences that feel spe-
cial. Whether you’re shopping 
for someone with sophisti-
cated taste or just want to add 
a little sparkle to your gift list, 
here are some elevated-yet-ac-
cessible ideas to inspire your 
holiday giving.

COZY MEETS CLASSY
An ultra-soft throw blanket, 

cashmere-blend scarf or faux-
fur-lined slippers can turn a 
cold winter day into a pam-
pered escape. Look for plush 
textures, rich colors and 
thoughtful presentation. Many 
brands offer gift-ready options 
that feel high-end without the 
designer price tag.

ELEVATED  
EVERYDAY ITEMS

Sometimes luxury is as sim-
ple as upgrading the ordinary. 
A beautifully designed water 
bottle, monogrammed note-
pad or hand-poured candle in 
a signature scent can bring a 
little elegance into everyday 
routines. Look for matte fin-
ishes, gold accents or 
minimalist packaging for that 
luxury aesthetic.

SMALL-BATCH BEAUTY 
AND SKINCARE

Pampering products always 
feel indulgent, especially 
when they come in pretty 
packaging. Consider gifting a 
luxe-feeling hand cream, a 
facial roller, a soothing bath 

soak or a limited-edition lip-
stick. Sets from boutique or 
clean beauty brands often 
offer spa-quality treats at gift-
able price points, especially 
during holiday promotions.

Fashion-forward items like 
a silk hair scrunchie, 

minimalist jewelry, vegan 
leather wallet or stylish sun-
glasses offer instant glam 
without the high price. Local 
boutiques and online market-
places often carry affordable 
finds that rival designer looks 
at a fraction of the cost.

GOURMET TREATS
Specialty chocolate bars, 

imported teas, infused olive 
oils or artisan hot cocoa mixes 
make delicious luxury gifts. 
Choose items with elegant 
labels, unique flavors or 
thoughtful pairings. Packaging 
matters; an attractive tin or 
wooden box can elevate the 
entire experience.

On the Go or at Home
For the traveler or com-

muter, consider high-quality 
travel accessories like a 
leather luggage tag, noise-re-
ducing earbuds, or a scented 
travel candle. These small 
touches add comfort and 
sophistication to any journey.

An elegant mug, personal-
ized wine glass or 
gold-accented cheese board 
can turn any evening into a 
special occasion. Add a bottle 
of wine or a local delicacy for 
a complete (but still bud-
get-friendly) indulgent 
experience.

PRESENTATION MAKES 
THE DIFFERENCE

What truly sets a luxury gift 
apart is often the way it’s pre-
sented. Consider wrapping 
with satin ribbon, a fabric 
pouch or a reusable box. Even 
a small gift can feel significant 
when it’s unwrapped with a 
little ceremony.

Luxury isn’t always about 
price. It’s about how some-
thing makes you feel. With a 
bit of creativity, it’s easy to 
find gifts that bring joy, com-
fort and a little everyday 
elegance. After all, everyone 
deserves a little luxury now 
and then.

Affordable Luxury Gifts
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HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE  |  MEANINGFUL GIFTS

For many, the  
holiday season is  

a time to reflect on 
family, community 

and the traditions that 
shape who we are. 

One of the most heartfelt 
ways to celebrate this season 
is by giving gifts that honor 
cultural heritage and personal 
identity.

Cultural and heritage gifts 
go beyond the typical holiday 
fare. They tell a story, pre-
serve a tradition and create a 
connection that transcends 
trends. Whether you’re gifting 
a loved one who treasures 
their roots or helping some-
one explore their ancestry for 
the first time, these thoughtful 
items can make the season 
even more meaningful.

COOK UP TRADITION
Food is at the heart of many 

cultural traditions. A cook-
book focused on traditional 
recipes — whether it’s Polish 
pierogi, Indian curries, Nige-
rian jollof rice or Mexican 
tamales — can be a treasured 
gift. Pair it with a specialty 
spice kit, a handmade cooking 
utensil or a family recipe writ-
ten out on beautiful paper for 
an extra personal touch.

Many local stores carry cul-
turally specific cookware or 
gourmet ingredients, and 
shopping small can be a great 
way to support local immi-
grant-owned businesses while 
finding something truly 
unique.

LANGUAGE  
AND LITERATURE

Help loved ones connect to 
their roots by gifting books in 
their heritage language or titles 
that explore cultural stories. 
Children’s books in dual lan-
guages can be a great way for 
younger generations to learn, 
while novels, poetry and mem-
oirs can help older readers 
deepen their connection to 
ancestral traditions and 
perspectives.

Language learning tools, 
such as phrasebooks, apps or 
online course subscriptions, are 
thoughtful gifts for those look-
ing to reconnect with a mother 

tongue or explore a part of their 
heritage they didn’t grow up 
speaking.

WEAR YOUR STORY
Traditional clothing, jewelry 

and accessories can be a beauti-
ful way to celebrate cultural 
identity. From handwoven 
scarves to embroidered shirts 
or beaded necklaces, clothing 
and adornment carry deep 
meaning in many cultures. 
When possible, buy from arti-
sans or cooperatives that 
directly support the communi-
ties the items represent.

If you’re unsure what’s appro-
priate, look for modern 

interpretations or fusion pieces 
that incorporate heritage sym-
bols in subtle, respectful ways.

CELEBRATE ANCESTRY
For the genealogically curi-

ous, consider gifting an 
ancestry DNA kit or a subscrip-
tion to a genealogy website. 
Paired with a journal for 
recording family stories or a 
framed family tree, these gifts 
can start conversations that last 
long after the holidays.

SUPPORT  
CULTURAL CREATORS
From music and film to tradi-

tional art and handmade crafts, 

supporting creators who share 
their cultural background 
through their work is a gift that 
gives back. Local art fairs, cul-
tural festivals and online 
platforms like Etsy are great 
places to find one-of-a-kind 
pieces that reflect diverse 
traditions.

Cultural and heritage gifts 
offer more than beauty or util-
ity. They offer a link to 
something larger: family sto-
ries, community pride and the 
traditions that carry us through 
generations. Consider giving 
something that celebrates 
where we come from and hon-
ors the journey of identity.

Cultural and Heritage Gifts
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HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE  |  TECH

Whether they’re 
rolling dice, collecting 

achievements or 
battling dragons in an 
online world, gamers 

of all kinds are easy to 
shop for if you know 

where to look. 

This holiday season, there’s 
no shortage of exciting gift 
ideas that celebrate the passion, 
creativity and camaraderie of 
gaming, on screens and around 
the table.

FOR THE CONSOLE  
AND PC GAMER

From immersive storylines to 
competitive multiplayer arenas, 
video games remain a go-to gift 
for players who love digital 
adventures. New releases are 
always in high demand, but so 
are accessories: ergonomic 
gaming chairs, high-perfor-
mance headsets, extra 
controllers and LED lighting 
strips all make great gifts. For 
PC gamers, mechanical key-
boards, upgraded mice or 
custom mousepads can 
enhance their experience.

Don’t overlook game store 
gift cards. They’re a safe bet for 
players who like to choose their 
own digital content, download-
able expansions or in-game 
currency.

FOR THE TABLETOP FAN
Board games have seen a 

major resurgence in recent 
years, with a huge variety of 
games available for every age 

and interest. Cooperative games 
like Pandemic, strategic games 
like Wingspan, and party favor-
ites like Codenames or Just One 
are perfect for family nights or 
gatherings with friends.

Tabletop role-playing game 
(TTRPG) fans will appreciate 
new dice sets, hand-drawn 
maps, character journals or 
customized miniatures. The 
U.S. Postal Service released sev-
eral commemorative Dungeons 
& Dragons stamps and memo-
rabilia in 2024. Hero Forge lets 
you customize a miniature. A 
special edition core rulebook or 

a beautifully crafted DM screen 
can also delight a longtime 
player or game master.  

FOR THE MERCH LOVER
Gamers love to show off their 

favorite franchises. Apparel, 
wall art, mugs, keychains and 
even home decor featuring 
characters or quotes from 
beloved games make excellent 
stocking stuffers or personal-
ized gifts. Look for merch from 
classic franchises like Legend 
of Zelda, Final Fantasy, Mine-
craft, Animal Crossing or 
Dungeons & Dragons.

FOR THE COLLECTOR
Limited edition figurines, 

retro console replicas and nos-
talgic re-releases of classic 
games can be exciting sur-
prises for collectors. Whether 
it’s a well-preserved copy of an 
old favorite or a brand-new 
model of a beloved character, 
collector items are both senti-
mental and stylish.

DON’T FORGET LOCAL 
GAME LOUNGES

Many communities have 
game lounges or hobby shops 
that serve as gathering places 

for players of all ages. These 
local spots often sell board 
games, card decks, dice sets 
and miniature supplies and 
they may also offer member-
ships or day passes for in-store 
gaming. Gifting a membership 
to a local lounge not only sup-
ports a small business but gives 
the gamer in your life a wel-
coming space to meet others 
and try out new games. Some 
lounges even offer private 
party rentals, tournaments or 
beginner-friendly events, per-
fect for new and seasoned 
players alike.

Gifts for Gamers
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HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE  |  TAKING CARE

Sometimes during the 
holidays what we need 

most is the reminder 
to slow down. 

Self-care and relaxation 
gifts are perfect for anyone 
who needs a little extra com-
fort, calm or balance. These 
days, that includes just about 
everyone.

From cozy comforts to 
soothing rituals, here are 
some top ideas for gifting 
wellness and restoration this 
year.

WRAP THEM IN WARMTH
A luxuriously soft throw 

blanket, a weighted blanket or 
a pair of ultra-plush slippers 
makes any night feel like a 
retreat. These cozy staples are 
ideal for those who enjoy curl-
ing up with a good book or 
simply need a little extra 
warmth during the winter 
months. Add a robe or fuzzy 
socks to complete the comfort 
package.

SOOTHE WITH SCENT
Aromatherapy is a gentle 

way to encourage relaxation. 
Diffusers with essential oils 
like lavender, eucalyptus or 
peppermint can turn any 
space into a mini-spa. Scented 
candles, pillow sprays and 
calming bath salts make lovely 
gifts, especially when bundled 
into a themed self-care basket.

ENCOURAGE  
MINDFUL MOMENTS

Journals, gratitude note-
books and mindfulness 

prompt cards help recipients 
slow down and reflect. These 
tools are perfect for anyone 
looking to build a new habit 
or carve out quiet moments 
during a busy day. Pair with a 
nice pen set or a cup of herbal 

tea for an added touch.

BRING THE SPA TO THEM 
— OR SEND THEM THERE

A curated bath set with 
handmade soaps, fizzy bath 
bombs, nourishing lotions and 

a soft towel wrap can turn an 
ordinary tub into a haven of 
relaxation. Combine with a 
calming playlist or an eye 
mask for the full spa-at-home 
experience.

Or go one step further and 

treat your loved one to the 
real thing. A gift certificate to 
a local spa is a classic self-care 
gift that never goes out of 
style. Whether it’s a massage, 
facial, body wrap or a day 
pass to a wellness retreat, giv-
ing someone the opportunity 
to relax in a professional, 
peaceful environment is both 
thoughtful and restorative. 
Many spas offer packages or 
seasonal promotions during 
the holidays. These are ideal 
for gifting or even treating 
yourself.

STRESS RELIEF  
FOR THE EVERYDAY

Consider gifts that help 
reduce tension on the go. 
Handheld massagers, stress 
balls, acupressure mats or 
neck pillows can make long 
workdays or travel more man-
ageable. For tech-savvy 
recipients, meditation or sleep 
app subscriptions like Calm or 
Headspace offer guided tools 
for building wellness routines.

MAKE IT PERSONAL
Self-care is not one-size-fits-

all. Think about what helps 
your recipient feel most at 
ease, whether it’s quiet soli-
tude, creative expression or 
pampering. Tailoring your gift 
to their personality can make 
it feel even more special.

This holiday season, help 
the people you care about take 
a deep breath, relax their 
shoulders and remember to 
take care of themselves. A 
well-chosen self-care gift 
might not only bring comfort. 
It could become part of a new, 
healthy habit.

Self-Care and Relaxation
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HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE  |  GIFTABLE TUNES

If there’s a music  
lover on your holiday 
shopping list, you’re  

in luck. The world  
of music offers no 

shortage of gift  
ideas that hit all  
the right notes. 

Whether they’re a casual lis-
tener, a dedicated audiophile or 
an aspiring performer, there’s 
something special out there for 
every kind of music fan.

Here are some thoughtful 
and harmonious gift ideas to 
inspire your holiday giving.

VINYL REVIVAL AND 
COLLECTORS’ PICKS

For fans of analog sound, 
vinyl records continue to make 
a strong comeback. Many local 
record stores carry new 
releases alongside vintage 
finds, limited-edition pressings 
and holiday-themed albums. A 
turntable upgrade, stylish 
record stand or cleaning kit 
also makes a great gift for the 
vinyl devotee.

Not sure what album to get? 
Choose a gift card to a record 
store so they can pick out their 
own favorites or surprise them 
with a curated box set from 
their favorite artist or genre.

CONCERT TICKETS  
AND LIVE MUSIC 

EXPERIENCES
Live music is a gift that cre-

ates memories. Tickets to an 
upcoming concert, musical the-
ater performance or intimate 

club show can bring real joy, 
especially if you go together. 
Look for local venues offering 
gift certificates or browse 
upcoming tour dates for acts 
you know they love. Some con-
cert venues offer season passes 
or membership perks for regu-
lar attendees, perfect for those 
who live for live shows.

TECH FOR THE  
MODERN LISTENER

Bluetooth speakers come in 
all sizes and price ranges from 
sleek, high-quality models to 
portable versions perfect for 
outdoor adventures. Wireless 

earbuds, noise-canceling head-
phones or even a stylish 
headphone stand can enhance 
their listening experience at 
home or on the go. For the 
home listener, consider smart 
speakers with voice control, 
multi-room audio systems or 
even decorative speaker lamps 
that combine function and flair.

INSTRUMENTS  
AND ACCESSORIES

If your gift recipient plays 
music, consider tools that sup-
port their passion. A 
beginner-friendly ukulele, por-
table keyboard or set of guitar 

strings can inspire new music. 
More advanced musicians may 
appreciate high-end tuners, 
pedals, sheet music, or accesso-
ries like instrument stands, 
metronomes and music-
themed apparel.

Local music stores often 
carry a wide variety of these 
items and may offer lessons or 
service packages, which can 
make great gifts as well.

FOR THE SENTIMENTAL 
MUSIC LOVER

Framed album covers, lyric 
wall art or customized playlists 
can be deeply personal gifts. 

Services that press a favorite 
song into a vinyl-style art piece 
or turn concert ticket stubs into 
collages offer creative, heartfelt 
options that go beyond the 
expected.

SUPPORT LOCAL SOUNDS
Don’t forget your local music 

scene. Many independent art-
ists sell CDs, merch or digital 
albums through local shops or 
their own websites. Supporting 
a local band with a T-shirt, vinyl 
or event ticket is a great way to 
give back to the community 
and introduce someone to a 
new favorite sound.

Gifts for the Music Lover
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HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE  |  ART

If you’re shopping for 
someone who lights 

up when given a 
blank page, an empty 
canvas or a new idea 
to explore, the best 

gifts aren’t just things. 

They’re invitations to cre-
ate. Whether your loved one 
is an experienced artist or just 
discovering their creative 
side, the right gift can encour-
age inspiration, exploration 
and joy well beyond the holi-
day season.

From art supplies to DIY 
kits, here are some thoughtful 
ways to spark creativity in the 
people you care about.

ART SUPPLIES FOR  
ALL SKILL LEVELS

For painters, illustrators 
and sketchers, fresh supplies 
are always a welcome gift. 
Consider high-quality water-
color sets, acrylic paints, 
brush sets or mixed media 
sketchbooks. Adult coloring 
books and markers are great 
for stress relief and creative 
relaxation, especially for 
beginners or those with busy 
schedules.

Not sure what medium they 
prefer? Try a curated art sup-
ply box or sampler set that 
lets them explore a range of 
tools and materials.

WRITING TOOLS  
FOR STORYTELLERS

Writers, poets and journal-
ers often treasure the feel of a 
favorite pen or the promise of 
a brand-new notebook. Look 
for handcrafted journals, 
fountain pens or stationery 
sets. Prompt books, creative 
writing guides or a 

subscription to a literary mag-
azine can also provide fresh 
ideas and motivation.

For tech-savvy scribes, soft-
ware subscriptions like 
Scrivener or storytelling apps 
can be unique and practical 
gifts.

DIY KITS FOR  
HANDS-ON FUN

The maker movement is 
alive and well, and DIY kits 
offer a fun, low-pressure way 
to try something new. There’s 
a kit for just about every 
interest: candle-making, 
embroidery, jewelry, terrari-
ums, woodworking, pottery 

and more. Many kits come 
with everything needed to 
complete a project, making 
them ideal for beginners or 
weekend crafters.

Kits that result in some-
thing giftable — like 
homemade soap or orna-
ments — also double as 
activities and finished 
presents.

CLASSES AND CREATIVE 
EXPERIENCES

Sometimes the best creative 
gift isn’t an object at all but an 
opportunity. Consider gifting 
a class or workshop, either in 
person or online. Local art 

studios, writing centers and 
craft stores often offer sea-
sonal classes on everything 
from painting and sculpture 
to knitting and photography. 
Online platforms like Skill-
share, MasterClass or 
Domestika offer memberships 
to hundreds of lessons at vari-
ous levels and interests.

A class can be an especially 
meaningful gift for someone 
looking to rekindle a forgot-
ten passion or try something 
totally new.

SUPPORT LOCAL 
ARTISTS AND SHOPS
Local art stores, galleries 

and maker markets are won-
derful places to find unique 
supplies, tools and handmade 
inspiration. 

Many offer gift cards or 
pre-made kits that support 
small businesses while 
encouraging creativity. You 
might even find a piece of art 
that inspires your loved one 
to start their next project.

Creative gifts aren’t just fun; 
they’re empowering. They 
say, “I believe in your ideas. I 
value your voice. I want to see 
what you’ll make next.” And 
for any artist, maker or 
dreamer, that might be the 
most inspiring gift of all.
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HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE  |  SHOPPING TIPS

We’ve all been there: 
The holidays are days 
away, your to-do list 

is long and you  
still haven’t finished  

your shopping. 

Whether you’re a seasoned 
procrastinator or just juggling a 
packed schedule, there’s good 
news: great gifts don’t have to 
be planned months in advance.

From fast-shipping finds to 
thoughtful options available 
right in your own neighbor-
hood, here’s your guide to 
last-minute gifting that feels 
anything but last-minute.

SHOP LOCAL AND SKIP 
THE SHIPPING STRESS
One of the best places to find 

unique and meaningful gifts is 
your own community. Local 
boutiques, bookstores, coffee 
roasters and artisan markets 
often carry one-of-a-kind items 
you won’t find online and you 
get to support a small business 
in the process. Look for hand-
made candles, locally produced 
jams, artisan chocolates or 
curated gift baskets.

Many local shops also offer 
pre-wrapped gift sets or grab-
and-go options during the final 
holiday rush.

GIFT CARDS DONE RIGHT
Gift cards get a bad rap, but 

when chosen thoughtfully, 
they’re a fast, flexible and 
deeply appreciated present. A 
gift card to someone’s favorite 
restaurant, clothing store, gam-
ing platform or streaming 

service shows you know what 
they like and lets them pick 
what they really want.

If you want to add a personal 
touch, tuck the gift card into a 
festive mug, small gift bag or 
handwritten note.

SUBSCRIPTION  
BOXES AND SERVICES
Even if the gift won’t arrive 

before the holidays, a subscrip-
tion box offers something to 
look forward to. Choose from 
monthly themes like books, 

snacks, skincare, art supplies or 
even socks. Print out a photo or 
confirmation and wrap it in a 
creative way to let your recipi-
ent know what’s coming.

Streaming subscriptions, 
audiobooks (like Audible), med-
itation apps or 
language-learning platforms 
also make excellent digital gifts 
that can be delivered instantly.

DIY AND  
‘EXPERIENCE’ GIFTS

When time is short, creativity 

counts. Bake a batch of holiday 
cookies, create a photo album, 
or put together a themed gift 
basket with items from a local 
store or supermarket. 

A movie night kit with pop-
corn, candy and a streaming 
gift card can be assembled in 
minutes.

Don’t forget the gift of time. 
Offering to babysit, cook a 
favorite meal or help with a 
home project can be more 
valuable than anything money 
can buy.

PRINTABLE GIFTS AND 
INSTANT DOWNLOADS
Digital artists and small 

online shops often sell print-
able wall art, calendars, 
coloring pages or puzzles. 
These can be downloaded 
instantly and printed at home 
or even sent straight to your 
recipient’s inbox. You’ll also 
find instant delivery for 
e-books, online classes and 
digital games that are perfect 
for tech-savvy friends or fam-
ily far away.

Last-Minute Gift Guide
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