
HOMEWISE  Real Estate Tips and Advice

A home is often a family’s 
largest purchase, and 
regular maintenance 

can help protect that invest-
ment year after year. Small 
tasks done on time can pre-
vent wear from turning into 
costly repairs, while also help-
ing a house look cared for and 
function as intended. 

Consistent upkeep also sup-
ports long-term value. Buyers, 
appraisers and inspectors often 
notice signs of neglect, but they 
also notice clean gutters, sound 
roofing and heating and cool-
ing systems that have been ser-
viced on schedule.

SEASONAL UPKEEP
A practical maintenance 

routine usually follows the 
seasons. In spring and fall, 
many homeowners check gut-
ters and downspouts, clear 
debris and make sure water 
drains away from the founda-
tion.

That matters because water 
is one of the most common 
sources of home damage. The 
Federal Emergency 
Management Agency notes 
that even a small amount of 
water in a home can cause sig-
nificant damage, which is why 
drainage and moisture control 
deserve regular attention.

Homeowners can also 

inspect exterior caulking 
around windows and doors, 
look for peeling paint and 
check for cracked concrete on 
walkways and driveways. 
These are often modest fixes 
when caught early.

SYSTEMS AND 
SAFETY

Inside the home, heating 

and cooling equipment bene-
fits from routine service and 
filter changes. The U.S. 
Department of Energy says 
replacing a dirty filter can 
lower an air conditioner’s 
energy use by 5% to 15%.

Smoke alarms should also 
be checked regularly. The 
National Fire Protection 
Association recommends 

testing smoke alarms at least 
monthly and replacing bat-
teries as needed, unless the 
unit has a sealed long-life 
battery.

Water heaters, plumbing 
connections and under-sink 
shutoff valves are also worth a 
look. A slow leak under a sink 
or near an appliance can go 
unnoticed for weeks, leading 

to damaged flooring, stains or 
mold.

CURB APPEAL 
MATTERS

Maintenance is not only 
about avoiding breakdowns. It 
also helps preserve curb 
appeal, which shapes how a 
home is perceived from the 
street and can influence pride 
of ownership.

Simple work such as trim-
ming shrubs away from siding, 
keeping lawns neat and wash-
ing dirt from entryways can 
make a property look well 
kept. Inside, touching up worn 
paint, fixing loose hardware 
and repairing damaged 
screens can show that a home 
has been looked after with 
care.

Good records can help as 
well. Keeping receipts and 
notes on roof work, HVAC ser-
vice and appliance repairs can 
make it easier to track recur-
ring issues and show future 
buyers that upkeep has been 
consistent.

Routine maintenance rarely 
draws much attention when it 
is done on time. Still, over the 
years, those steady efforts can 
help a home stay safe, effi-
cient and attractive while 
reducing the chance of major 
repair bills.
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Stay Ahead
Do the small jobs before they become big ones. Cleaning gutters, changing filters and check-
ing for leaks can cost little now and help you avoid repair headaches later.

REAL ESTATE 101

HOMEWISE

 
Curb Appeal: Curb appeal is the overall appearance of a home as seen from the street, including the yard, exterior condition and entry area. It can affect first impressions and 
perceived upkeep.

HOMEWISE GLOSSARY

Real Estate Tips and Advice

AD SPACE

A home is often a family’s 
largest purchase, and 
regular maintenance 

can help protect that invest-
ment year after year. Small 
tasks done on time can pre-
vent wear from turning into 
costly repairs, while also help-
ing a house look cared for and 
function as intended. 

Consistent upkeep also sup-
ports long-term value. Buyers, 
appraisers and inspectors often 
notice signs of neglect, but they 
also notice clean gutters, sound 
roofing and heating and cool-
ing systems that have been ser-
viced on schedule.

SEASONAL 
UPKEEP

A practical maintenance 

routine usually follows the 
seasons. In spring and fall, 
many homeowners check gut-
ters and downspouts, clear 
debris and make sure water 
drains away from the founda-
tion.

That matters because water 
is one of the most common 
sources of home damage. The 
Federal Emergency 
Management Agency notes 
that even a small amount of 
water in a home can cause sig-
nificant damage, which is why 
drainage and moisture control 
deserve regular attention.

Homeowners can also 
inspect exterior caulking 
around windows and doors, 
look for peeling paint and 
check for cracked concrete on 

walkways and driveways. 
These are often modest fixes 
when caught early.

SYSTEMS AND 
SAFETY

Inside the home, heating 
and cooling equipment bene-
fits from routine service and 
filter changes. The U.S. 
Department of Energy says 
replacing a dirty filter can 
lower an air conditioner’s 
energy use by 5% to 15%.

Smoke alarms should also 
be checked regularly. The 
National Fire Protection 
Association recommends test-
ing smoke alarms at least 
monthly and replacing batter-
ies as needed, unless the unit 
has a sealed long-life battery.

Water heaters, plumbing 
connections and under-sink 
shutoff valves are also worth a 
look. A slow leak under a sink 
or near an appliance can go 
unnoticed for weeks, leading 
to damaged flooring, stains or 
mold.

CURB APPEAL 
MATTERS

Maintenance is not only 
about avoiding breakdowns. It 
also helps preserve curb 
appeal, which shapes how a 
home is perceived from the 
street and can influence pride 
of ownership.

Simple work such as trim-
ming shrubs away from siding, 
keeping lawns neat and wash-
ing dirt from entryways can 

make a property look well 
kept. Inside, touching up worn 
paint, fixing loose hardware 
and repairing damaged screens 
can show that a home has 
been looked after with care.

Good records can help as 
well. Keeping receipts and 
notes on roof work, HVAC ser-
vice and appliance repairs can 
make it easier to track recur-
ring issues and show future 
buyers that upkeep has been 
consistent.

Routine maintenance rarely 
draws much attention when it 
is done on time. Still, over the 
years, those steady efforts can 
help a home stay safe, effi-
cient and attractive while 
reducing the chance of major 
repair bills.
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