
HOMEWISE  Real Estate Tips and Advice

When buying a home, 
the house is only 
half the picture. The 

surrounding neighborhood 
plays a huge role in your day-
to-day quality of life — not to 
mention your property’s 
future value. 

Whether you’re buying your 
first home or your forever 
home, choosing the right area 
is just as important as choos-
ing the right structure. 

LIFESTYLE AND 
CONVENIENCE

Start by thinking about how 
you live. Do you want to walk 
to coffee shops, restaurants or 
parks? 

Or do you prefer a quiet, 
residential setting? Some buy-
ers prioritize proximity to 
work or public transit, while 
others want easy access to out-
door recreation or local 
schools.

Check commute times using 
real traffic conditions and 
explore nearby services. Is 
there a grocery store close by? 
How about healthcare, banks 
or fitness centers? A conve-
nient location can save time 
and reduce stress.

If you have children — or 
plan to — the local school dis-
trict may be a top priority. 
Even if you don’t have kids, 

strong school ratings can 
boost property values and 
make the home easier to sell 
later.

CHARACTER AND 
COMMUNITY

Beyond location, each 
neighborhood has its own per-
sonality. Some are lively and 
diverse, while others feel 

more suburban and serene. 
Visit local shops, drive 
through the streets and chat 
with neighbors if possible. Do 
the homes seem well cared 
for? Are people out walking, 
biking or gardening?

Also consider noise levels, 
traffic and safety. Online 
crime maps and neighbor-
hood forums can provide use-

ful insights. If you’re looking 
at a condo or home in a 
planned community, find out 
if there’s a homeowners asso-
ciation (HOA) and what its 
rules are.

Take note of future develop-
ment too. New businesses, 
infrastructure projects or 
housing developments could 
enhance—or change—the area 

in the years ahead.
A home is more than four 

walls. It’s part of a communi-
ty. By carefully considering 
your needs, researching your 
options and spending time in 
different neighborhoods, 
you’ll find the setting that best 
fits your lifestyle and makes 
your new house truly feel like 
home.
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Visit at Different Times of Day
A neighborhood may feel quiet during a weekday afternoon but completely different in the 
evening or on weekends. Visit at different times to get a true sense of traffic, noise and activity.

REAL ESTATE 101

HOMEWISE

 
Walkability: Walkability refers to how easy it is to reach essential services like schools, parks, shops and public transit on foot. Higher walkability often increases a neighborhood’s 
appeal and can positively influence home values.
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When buying a home, 
the house is only 
half the picture. The 

surrounding neighborhood 
plays a huge role in your day-
to-day quality of life — not to 
mention your property’s future 
value. Whether you’re buying 
your first home or your forev-
er home, choosing the right 
area is just as important as 
choosing the right structure. 

LIFESTYLE AND 
CONVENIENCE

Start by thinking about how 

you live. Do you want to walk 
to coffee shops, restaurants or 
parks? Or do you prefer a 
quiet, residential setting? 
Some buyers prioritize prox-
imity to work or public transit, 
while others want easy access 
to outdoor recreation or local 
schools.

Check commute times using 
real traffic conditions and 
explore nearby services. Is 
there a grocery store close by? 
How about healthcare, banks 
or fitness centers? A conve-
nient location can save time 

and reduce stress.
If you have children — or 

plan to — the local school dis-
trict may be a top priority. 
Even if you don’t have kids, 
strong school ratings can boost 
property values and make the 
home easier to sell later.

CHARACTER AND 
COMMUNITY

Beyond location, each
 neighborhood has its own 

personality. Some are lively 
and diverse, while others feel 
more suburban and serene. 

Visit local shops, drive 
through the streets and chat 
with neighbors if possible. Do 
the homes seem well cared 
for? Are people out walking, 
biking or gardening?

Also consider noise levels, 
traffic and safety. Online 
crime maps and neighbor-
hood forums can provide use-
ful insights. If you’re looking 
at a condo or home in a 
planned community, find out 
if there’s a homeowners asso-
ciation (HOA) and what its 
rules are.

Take note of future develop-
ment too. New businesses, 
infrastructure projects or 
housing developments could 
enhance — or change — the 
area in the years ahead.

A home is more than four 
walls — it’s part of a commu-
nity. By carefully considering 
your needs, researching your 
options and spending time in 
different neighborhoods, 
you’ll find the setting that best 
fits your lifestyle and makes 
your new house truly feel like 
home.
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