HOME

maller homes are playing
S a larger role in the hous-

ing market, from condos
near downtown to townhomes
in growing neighborhoods
and compact single-family
houses in established commu-
nities. For many owners and
buyers, the appeal is clear:
less space can mean less
upkeep, lower utility use and a
layout that supports a simpler
daily routine.

That does not mean giving
up comfort.

With thoughtful planning, a
smaller home can feel open,
organized and welcoming. The
key is to use every area with
purpose while keeping rooms
easy to move through and
pleasant to live in.

DESIGN WITH
PURPOSE

In compact homes, layout
matters as much as square
footage. Open sightlines, con-
sistent flooring and lighter
wall colors can help rooms
feel less divided, while furni-
ture scaled to the room can
preserve walking space and
reduce visual clutter.

Storage should work hard
and stay close to where items
are used. Entry benches with
cubbies, beds with drawers
and coffee tables with closed

storage can help everyday
belongings stay out of view
without crowding a room.

MAKE ROOMS
MULTITASK

One of the strongest fea-
tures in a smaller home is
flexibility. A guest room may
also serve as an office, a din-
ing nook can become a home-
work station and a finished
corner of a living room can
support exercise, reading or
remote work.

Fold-down desks, nesting
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tables and extendable dining
tables can help one room
handle more than one job.
When a space changes use
during the day, portable
lighting and movable seating
can make those transitions
easier.

Vertical space is also valu-
able. Wall shelves, tall book-
cases and hooks can draw the
eye upward and free floor
space, especially in kitchens,
bathrooms and bedrooms
where storage often runs
short.
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COMFORT COUNTS

Comfort in a smaller home
often comes from editing, not
adding. Clear counters,
defined drop zones and a
manageable amount of furni-
ture can make rooms feel
calmer and easier to maintain.

Natural light also makes a
difference. Keeping window
areas unobstructed, using
mirrors to reflect light and
choosing simple window treat-
ments can help brighten a
compact interior without
major renovation.
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For buyers, it is worth look-
ing beyond the raw number of
square feet. Closet placement,
ceiling height, window size
and built-in storage can shape
how spacious a home feels in
everyday life.

A smaller home can encour-
age smart choices and effi-
cient living. With practical
storage, flexible furnishings
and careful use of light and
layout, condos, townhomes
and smaller houses can offer
comfort, function and a strong
sense of home.
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maller homes are playing
S a larger role in the hous-

ing market, from condos
near downtown to townhomes
in growing neighborhoods
and compact single-family
houses in established commu-
nities. For many owners and
buyers, the appeal is clear:
less space can mean less
upkeep, lower utility use and a
layout that supports a simpler
daily routine.

That does not mean giving
up comfort.

With thoughtful planning, a
smaller home can feel open,
organized and welcoming. The
key is to use every area with
purpose while keeping rooms
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easy to move through and
pleasant to live in.

DESIGN WITH
WPURPOSE

In compact homes, layout
matters as much as square
footage. Open sightlines, con-
sistent flooring and lighter
wall colors can help rooms
feel less divided, while furni-
ture scaled to the room can
preserve walking space and
reduce visual clutter.

Storage should work hard
and stay close to where items
are used. Entry benches with
cubbies, beds with drawers
and coffee tables with closed
storage can help everyday

HOMEWISE GLOSSARY B

Measure Twice
Before buying furniture, measure the room, hallways and doorways. A piece that fits the floor
plan but cannot make the turn into the room can quickly become a costly headache.

belongings stay out of view
without crowding a room.

MAKE ROOMS
MULTITASK

One of the strongest features
in a smaller home is flexibility.
A guest room may also serve as
an office, a dining nook can
become a homework station
and a finished corner of a liv-
ing room can support exercise,
reading or remote work.

Fold-down desks, nesting
tables and extendable dining
tables can help one room han-
dle more than one job. When
a space changes use during
the day, portable lighting and
movable seating can make

those transitions easier.
Vertical space is also valu-
able. Wall shelves, tall bookcas-
es and hooks can draw the eye
upward and free floor space,
especially in kitchens, bath-
rooms and bedrooms where
storage often runs short.

COMFORT COUNTS

Comfort in a smaller home
often comes from editing, not
adding. Clear counters,
defined drop zones and a
manageable amount of furni-
ture can make rooms feel
calmer and easier to maintain.

Natural light also makes a
difference. Keeping window
areas unobstructed, using

mirrors to reflect light and
choosing simple window treat-
ments can help brighten a
compact interior without
major renovation.

For buyers, it is worth look-
ing beyond the raw number of
square feet. Closet placement,
ceiling height, window size
and built-in storage can shape
how spacious a home feels in
everyday life.

A smaller home can encour-
age smart choices and efficient
living. With practical storage,
flexible furnishings and careful
use of light and layout, condos,
townhomes and smaller hous-
es can offer comfort, function
and a strong sense of home.

Murphy Bed: A Murphy bed is a bed designed to fold vertically into a wall cabinet or built-in frame when not in use, allowing a room to serve different functions during the day.
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