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SHOP LOCAL  |  DRINKS

Craft breweries and 
locally brewed beers 

are at the heart of 
the shop local 

movement, offering  
a taste of artisanal 
craftsmanship and 
community spirit  

to beer enthusiasts  
and casual 

consumers alike. 

Across towns and cities, 
these breweries are bustling 
hubs of creativity, culture and 
connection.

These craft breweries are in 
need of support more than 
ever. Crain’s Business Report 
interviewed Bart Watson, the 
chief economist of the Brewers 
Association. He reported that 
in 2023, 420 craft breweries 
launched, but 385 of them per-
manently closed.

BREWERY FEATURES
One defining characteristic 

of local breweries is their com-
mitment to quality and innova-
tion. Craft brewers are known 
for their passion for brewing 
unique and flavorful beers, 
often experimenting with dif-
ferent ingredients, styles and 
brewing techniques. This dedi-
cation to craft results in a 
diverse range of beers that 
cater to a wide spectrum of 
tastes, from hoppy IPAs and 
rich stouts to refreshing lagers 
and sour ales.

Crains Business Report 

noted that there is a growing 
trend for local brewers to 
diversify their products and to 
add such things as non-alco-
holic or mocktail recipes. Their 
size lets them do this more 
quickly than the larger corpo-
rations. 

Visiting a local craft brewery 
is more than just a chance to 
sample delicious beers — it’s an 
immersive experience that 
invites patrons to learn about 
the brewing process, meet the 

brewers, and gain insights into 
the art and science of beer 
making. Many breweries offer 
guided tours of their facilities, 
where visitors can see first-
hand how ingredients like 
malt, hops, yeast and water 
come together to create the 
perfect brew.

In addition to traditional tap-
rooms and tasting rooms, craft 
breweries often host events, 
beer releases and educational 
sessions that further engage 

the community. Beer enthusi-
asts can attend beer pairing 
dinners, beer-making work-
shops and even collaborate 
with breweries on special 
brews or limited-edition releas-
es. These events showcase the 
creativity of local brewers and 
foster a sense of camaraderie 
among beer lovers.

ECONOMIC BENEFITS
Supporting local breweries is 

not just about enjoying great 

beer — it’s about investing in 
the local economy and sustain-
ability. By choosing locally 
brewed beers, consumers con-
tribute to the growth of small 
businesses and the preserva-
tion of artisanal traditions. 
Many craft breweries source 
their ingredients locally, sup-
port local farmers and suppli-
ers and prioritize eco-friendly 
practices such as recycling, 
water conservation and energy 
efficiency.

Moreover, local breweries 
often collaborate with other 
businesses, artists and commu-
nity organizations to create 
unique and memorable experi-
ences. Collaborative brews, 
themed events and charity ini-
tiatives are common ways 
breweries give back to their 
communities and forge mean-
ingful partnerships beyond the 
beer industry.

The rise of craft breweries 
has also sparked a renaissance 
in beer culture, encouraging 
diversity, inclusivity and cre-
ativity within the brewing com-
munity. Many breweries 
embrace experimentation and 
diversity in their beer offer-
ings, celebrating different cul-
tural influences, flavors and 
brewing traditions. This open-
ness to innovation has led to 
new beer styles, hybrid brews 
and boundary-pushing flavors 
that captivate beer enthusiasts 
and novices alike.

Whether you’re a beer con-
noisseur looking for unique 
brews or simply someone who 
appreciates a well-crafted pint, 
exploring your local craft beer 
scene is a journey of discovery, 
flavor and local pride.

Quaff a Pint at  a Local Brewery
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SHOP LOCAL  |  EDUCATION

Local businesses  
are the lifeblood of 
communities, often 

offering unique 
experiences and 

workshops that go 
beyond traditional 

retail offerings. 

These establishments con-
tribute to the local economy 
and to the cultural fabric and 
sense of community. 

One standout feature of local 
businesses is their ability to 
offer personalized and niche 
experiences that cater to spe-
cific interests. For example, a 
small artisanal coffee roastery 
may host coffee-tasting ses-
sions where participants can 
learn about different coffee 
origins, brewing techniques 
and flavor profiles. These 
workshops educate coffee 
enthusiasts and create a deep-
er appreciation for the craft 
and effort behind each cup of 
coffee.

Similarly, local breweries 
often organize beer brewing 
workshops or brewery tours 
that allow participants to get 
hands-on experience in the 
beer-making process. From 
selecting hops and malts to 
understanding fermentation 
and bottling, these workshops 
provide insights into the art 
and science of brewing while 
fostering a fun and interactive 
environment.

Beyond food and beverage, 
local businesses in creative 
industries offer a wide range 

of workshops and experienc-
es. Art studios may host paint-
ing or pottery classes for all 
skill levels, allowing partici-
pants to unleash their creativi-
ty under the guidance of local 
artists. These sessions serve as 
therapeutic outlets and sup-
port local art communities 
and talent.

Musical instrument shops 
or music schools often orga-
nize music workshops, instru-
ment maintenance sessions or 
jam nights where musicians 
and music enthusiasts can 
come together to learn, share 
and appreciate music. These 

gatherings contribute to 
building a vibrant music 
scene and fostering connec-
tions among local musicians 
and music lovers.

In the realm of wellness and 
self-care, local businesses 
such as yoga studios, medita-
tion centers and holistic 
health practitioners might 
offer workshops and classes 
focused on mindfulness, stress 
reduction and holistic healing. 
These experiences provide 
individuals with tools and 
techniques to enhance their 
well-being while creating a 
supportive community around 

holistic health practices.
Local businesses also play a 

significant role in preserving 
traditional crafts and skills 
through workshops and hands-
on experiences. For instance, a 
local textile store might offer 
workshops on weaving, knit-
ting or fabric dyeing, preserv-
ing age-old techniques and fos-
tering interest in textile arts.

What sets these experiences 
apart is the personal touch, 
expertise and passion that 
local business owners and 
instructors bring to the table. 
Participants often appreciate 
the opportunity to interact 

directly with artisans, experts 
and community members who 
share their knowledge and sto-
ries, adding depth and authen-
ticity to the experience.

Supporting local businesses 
goes beyond transactions; it’s 
about engaging in meaningful 
experiences, learning new 
skills, and connecting with the 
community. Whether it’s a cof-
fee tasting, art class, music 
workshop or wellness session, 
local businesses offer a treasure 
trove of unique experiences 
that enrich lives and contribute 
to the vibrant tapestry of local 
culture and entrepreneurship.

Community Workshops
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SHOP LOCAL  |  GREEN SHOPPING

The rise of eco-
conscious and zero-
waste lifestyles has 

sparked a revolution 
in shopping habits, 

leading to the 
emergence of unique 

shops that cater to 
sustainable living. 

These eco-friendly and zero-
waste lifestyle stores are 
becoming increasingly popular 
among consumers who are pas-
sionate about reducing their 
environmental footprint and 
supporting local businesses 
that prioritize sustainability. 

These shops are quickly 
becoming an integral part of 
the local shopping landscape.

Eco-conscious and zero-
waste lifestyle shops are more 
than just retail spaces; they are 
embodiments of a sustainable 
ethos. These establishments 
curate a wide range of products 
that align with eco-friendly 
principles, encouraging cus-
tomers to adopt greener prac-
tices in their daily lives. From 
reusable products like stainless 
steel straws, cloth grocery 
bags, and bamboo utensils to 
bulk bins offering package-free 
foods and household items, 
these stores offer alternatives 
to single-use plastics and dis-
posable goods.

One of the key features of 
these shops is their emphasis 
on reducing waste through 
thoughtful product choices and 
packaging practices. 

Customers can find items that 
are designed for durability and 
reusability, minimizing the 
need for constant replace-
ments and reducing overall 
waste generation. 

Many of these stores also 
provide refill stations for com-
mon household products such 

as shampoo, detergent and 
cleaning solutions, allowing 
customers to bring their con-
tainers and fill them up, elimi-
nating the need for new plastic 
bottles with each purchase.

Beyond tangible products, 
eco-conscious shops often pro-
mote education and advocacy 

for sustainable living. They 
may host workshops, seminars, 
or community events focused 
on topics like composting, 
recycling, upcycling and 
low-impact living. By engaging 
with customers and the local 
community, these stores con-
tribute to raising awareness 

about environmental issues 
and empowering individuals to 
make conscious choices that 
benefit the planet.

Supporting eco-conscious 
and zero-waste lifestyle shops 
is not just about shopping; it’s a 
commitment to a greener 
future. By patronizing these 
stores, consumers contribute 
directly to local businesses that 
prioritize sustainability, ethical 
sourcing and environmental 
stewardship. They send a mes-
sage to larger industries about 
the growing demand for 
eco-friendly alternatives and 
encourage more businesses to 
adopt sustainable practices.

These shops often collabo-
rate with local artisans and 
small-scale producers who 
share their values. This fosters 
a sense of community and 
strengthens the local economy 
by promoting handmade, ethi-
cally crafted goods over 
mass-produced items. 
Customers can discover 
unique, one-of-a-kind products 
while supporting talented arti-
sans and entrepreneurs in 
their area.

Eco-conscious and zero-
waste lifestyle shops play a 
vital role in promoting sustain-
able consumption habits and 
building environmentally-con-
scious communities. They offer 
a range of eco-friendly prod-
ucts, educational resources and 
a sense of shared purpose that 
resonates with individuals 
striving to live more sustain-
ably. These stores represent 
not just a shopping destination 
but a pathway to a more mind-
ful and eco-conscious way of 
life.

Sustainable Local Shopping
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SHOP LOCAL  |  MARKETING TRENDS

Local businesses are 
constantly seeking 

ways to improve their 
online presence and 

attract local shoppers. 

One crucial strategy that 
has gained significant impor-
tance is voice search optimi-
zation. As more consumers 
rely on voice assistants like 
Siri, Alexa and Google 
Assistant to find information 
and businesses, incorporating 
voice search optimization 
principles has become essen-
tial for local business owners.

Mobal.oi identified voice 
search optimization as one of 
the top trends in 2024 for local 
and small business owners. 

DEFINITIONS
Voice search optimization is 

a subset of search engine opti-
mization (SEO) that focuses 
on optimizing content and 
digital assets to improve visi-
bility and rankings in voice 
search results. 

Local SEO, on the other 
hand, is specifically tailored 
to enhance a business’s online 
presence in local search 
results, ensuring it appears 
prominently when users 
search for products or ser-
vices in their vicinity.

IMPORTANCE OF  
VOICE SEARCH 

The rise of voice search has 
transformed the way consum-
ers interact with search 
engines. Instead of typing 
keywords, users now speak 

naturally to voice-enabled 
devices, often using longer, 
conversational queries. For 
local businesses, this shift 
presents both challenges and 
opportunities.

Firstly, voice search tends 
to be more location-based, 
with users frequently includ-
ing phrases like “near me” or 
specifying their city or neigh-
borhood in queries. This 
makes local SEO and voice 

search optimization crucial 
for businesses targeting local 
customers.

Secondly, voice search 
results often prioritize fea-
tured snippets or concise, 
direct answers. 

Business owners need to 
optimize their content to pro-
vide relevant information that 
voice assistants can easily 
understand and present to 
users.

VOICE SEARCH 
OPTIMIZATION 

PRINCIPLES
To effectively leverage voice 

search for local business 
growth, owners should imple-
ment the following strategies:

Optimize for long-tail key-
words. Voice queries are typi-
cally longer and more conver-
sational. Businesses should 
focus on long-tail keywords 
that reflect how people natu-

rally speak when searching for 
local products or services.

Create FAQ pages. 
Anticipate common questions 
related to your business and 
industry, and create FAQ pages 
that provide clear, concise 
answers. This helps capture 
voice search queries that begin 
with “who,” “what,” “where,” 
“when,” “why” and “how.”

Claim and optimize Google 
My Business (GMB) listing. A 
properly optimized GMB pro-
file is crucial for local SEO and 
voice search. Ensure accurate 
business information, includ-
ing name, address, phone 
number, business hours and 
categories.

Generate localized content. 
Develop content that is rele-
vant to your local audience, 
such as local event coverage, 
community news, customer 
testimonials and case studies. 
This enhances local SEO and 
appeals to users seeking 
authentic, community-focused 
businesses.

Focus on mobile optimiza-
tion. Voice searches are often 
conducted on mobile devices. 
Ensure your website is 
mobile-friendly, loads quickly 
and provides a seamless user 
experience across devices.

By embracing voice search 
optimization principles as part 
of their local SEO strategy, 
business owners can enhance 
their visibility, attract more 
local customers, and stay 
ahead in today’s competitive 
digital landscape. Voice search 
is not just a trend — it’s a pow-
erful tool that can drive real 
growth and engagement for 
local businesses.

Voice Search Optimization
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SHOP LOCAL  |  MUSIC

Supporting local 
musicians and music 

venues is not just 
about enjoying live 
performances; it’s 

about nurturing 
vibrant communities, 

celebrating diverse 
artistic expressions 

and ensuring the 
continuation of a rich 

cultural legacy. 

In today’s interconnected 
world, where global influenc-
es and mega superstars domi-
nate the music scene, local 
artists and venues play a cru-
cial role in preserving authen-
ticity, fostering creativity and 
building strong communal 
bonds.

Local musicians are the 
heartbeat of the music scene 
in any region. They bring a 
unique flavor to the communi-
ty, often drawing inspiration 
from their cultural heritage, 
local landscapes and neigh-
borhood experiences. 
Supporting these artists 
means embracing musical 
diversity and encouraging 
innovation within the local 
music scene. 

Whether they perform folk 
tunes rooted in regional tradi-
tions, experimental sounds 
pushing artistic boundaries or 
genre-defying fusions that 
reflect modern complexities, 
local musicians offer a 
dynamic range of voices and 

perspectives.
One of the most direct ways 

to support local musicians is 
by attending their live perfor-
mances. Music venues, rang-
ing from intimate coffee 
shops and bars to concert 
halls and outdoor amphithe-
aters, serve as the stages 
where these artists showcase 
their talent. By buying tickets 
to local shows, music enthusi-
asts enjoy memorable experi-
ences and contribute to the 
livelihood of musicians and 
the sustainability of venues. 
The energy of a live perfor-
mance, the connection 
between artists and audienc-
es, and the shared love for 
music create a sense of com-
munity that is irreplaceable.

MERCHANDISING
Moreover, purchasing mer-

chandise such as albums, 
T-shirts and other items directly 
from local musicians provides 
them with additional income 
and promotes their brand. 

Many independent artists 
rely on merchandise sales as a 
significant revenue stream, 
especially in an era where 
streaming platforms don’t 
always adequately compensate 
artists for their work. Buying 
merchandise supports the art-
ists financially and allows fans 
to connect more deeply with 
their music.

ADVOCATING  
FOR ARTISTS

Spreading the word about 

local musicians through social 
media, word of mouth and 
local media outlets can signifi-
cantly boost their visibility 
and reach. Sharing their 
music, attending album 
release parties and participat-
ing in fan communities all 
contribute to building a stron-
ger fan base and creating 
opportunities for growth and 
recognition.

Communities can advocate 
for the importance of local 
music scenes by engaging 
with policymakers, supporting 
music education initiatives in 
schools and encouraging local 
businesses to sponsor music 
events. 

By recognizing music as a 
valuable cultural asset and 

investing in its preservation 
and development, communi-
ties can create environments 
where artists thrive, venues 
flourish and audiences bene-
fit from diverse musical  
experiences.

Local music venues play a 
vital role in shaping the cul-
tural landscape of a region. 
They provide platforms for 
emerging artists to gain expo-
sure, collaborate with peers 
and build networks within the 
industry. 

These venues contribute to 
the local economy, attract 
tourism and enhance the 
overall quality of life for resi-
dents by offering entertain-
ment options that reflect com-
munity identity and creativity.

Groove To Live, Local Tunes
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SHOP LOCAL  |  SHOPPING DESTINATIONS

Seasonal markets 
and pop-up shops 

are vibrant fixtures in 
local economies, 

offering a blend of 
community spirit and 

unique shopping 
experiences. 

These temporary venues 
showcase the best of local 
goods, crafts and culinary 
delights, creating an atmo-
sphere of excitement and dis-
covery for shoppers. 

In towns and cities across 
the country, these markets 
and shops play a vital role in 
supporting small businesses, 
artisans and entrepreneurs 
while fostering a sense of 
togetherness among residents 
and visitors.

One of the most enticing 
aspects of seasonal markets 
and pop-up shops is their 
ever-changing nature. These 
temporary gatherings often 
coincide with holidays, festi-
vals or special events, creating 
a buzz of anticipation as peo-
ple eagerly await the unveiling 
of new products and offerings. 
From handmade crafts and 
artisanal foods to vintage trea-
sures and unique gifts, these 
markets provide a treasure 
trove of items that are distinc-
tively local and crafted with 
care.

For shoppers, seasonal mar-
kets and pop-up shops offer a 
delightful departure from tra-
ditional retail experiences. 
Instead of browsing through 

generic stores, visitors can 
wander through rows of 
charming stalls, interact with 
passionate creators, and learn 
the stories behind each prod-
uct. This personal connection 
between shoppers and ven-
dors is one of the hallmarks of 
these markets, fostering a 
sense of community and 
mutual appreciation.

Moreover, these temporary 
retail spaces serve as incuba-
tors for emerging businesses 
and creative endeavors. Many 
entrepreneurs use seasonal 
markets and pop-up shops as 
launching pads for their ven-
tures, testing out products, 
gauging customer feedback 
and building brand awareness. 
Faster Capital says seasonal 

popups can be a great source 
of additional income while 
providing a lower-risk plat-
form to try out new goods and 
services. 

For artisans and makers, 
these venues provide a plat-
form to showcase their talents 
and reach a broader audience 
beyond their usual customer 
base.

Faster Capital recommends 
that anyone creating a pop-up 
shop design it in such a way 
that it provides 
Instagrammable moments. 
This makes it more likely that 
customers will share their 
shopping experience on social 
media. 

From a consumer perspec-
tive, shopping at seasonal mar-
kets and pop-up shops aligns 
with the growing trend toward 
conscious consumption. Many 
venues emphasize sustainabil-
ity, locally sourced materials 
and eco-friendly practices. 
This eco-conscious approach 
resonates with shoppers who 
prioritize supporting business-
es with ethical and environ-
mentally responsible values.

Beyond shopping, seasonal 
markets and pop-up shops 
often host a range of activities 
and entertainment, adding to 
the overall festive atmosphere. 
Live music performances, 
food tastings, workshops and 
interactive demos are com-
mon features that draw 
crowds and create memorable 
experiences for attendees of 
all ages.

In essence, seasonal mar-
kets and pop-up shops are not 
just places to buy goods — they 
are vibrant hubs of creativity, 
community engagement and 
economic support for local 
businesses. Whether you’re 
seeking unique gifts, fresh 
produce or simply a fun out-
ing with friends and family, 
these lively venues offer a 
delightful blend of commerce 
and camaraderie that embod-
ies the essence of shopping 
local.

Finding Local Treasures
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SHOP LOCAL  |  FOOD & DRINK

Artisanal bakeries 
and confectioneries 

are a delightful 
cornerstone of any 
local community, 
offering a taste of 

handmade goodness. 
These establishments pro-

vide delectable treats and con-
tribute significantly to the fab-
ric of the community, support-
ing local economies and pre-
serving culinary traditions. 

It’s a growing business with 
consumers all over the world 
clamoring for authentically 
crafted, local bread and bak-
ery goods. According to Grand 
View Research, the global arti-
sanal bakery market was 
worth $96.13 billion in 2022 
and is expected to keep grow-
ing. In a 2024 Gitnux market 
data report, artisan and spe-
cialty breads were the top 
trend out of 15.

Artisanal bakeries are 
renowned for their commit-
ment to quality and crafts-
manship. Unlike mass-pro-
duced baked goods, artisanal 
bakeries take pride in using 
high-quality ingredients, often 
sourced locally, to create 
mouthwatering pastries, bread 
and desserts. From flaky 
croissants and crusty sour-
dough loaves to decadent 
cakes and delicate pastries, 
each item is carefully crafted 
with attention to detail and 
love for the baking art.

One of the defining features 
of artisanal bakeries is their 
dedication to traditional bak-

ing methods. Many of these 
bakeries rely on time-honored 
techniques passed down 
through generations, resulting 
in baked goods rich in flavor 
and texture. Whether it’s the 
slow fermentation of bread 
dough or the precise 
hand-rolling of croissants, 
these methods contribute to 

the unique character of artis-
anal products.

Furthermore, artisanal bak-
eries often specialize in niche 
products that cater to specific 
dietary needs or preferences. 
This includes offerings such 
as gluten-free pastries, vegan 
desserts, and sugar-free 
treats, allowing customers 

with dietary restrictions to 
enjoy delicious baked goods 
without compromising on 
taste or quality. The focus on 
inclusivity and diversity in 
product offerings is another 
reason why artisanal bakeries 
resonate with a wide range of 
customers.

In addition to baked goods, 

artisanal confectioneries 
enchant customers with a 
tempting array of handmade 
candies, chocolates and con-
fections. These sweet delights 
are often crafted using tradi-
tional confectionery tech-
niques combined with innova-
tive flavor profiles and artistic 
designs. From hand-pulled 
taffy and gourmet truffles to 
intricately decorated cakes 
and custom-made desserts, 
artisanal confectioneries ele-
vate the experience of indulg-
ing in sweets to new heights.

Beyond the culinary 
aspects, artisanal bakeries and 
confectioneries play a vital 
role in supporting local econ-
omies. By sourcing ingredi-
ents from local farmers, col-
laborating with nearby suppli-
ers and employing local tal-
ent, these businesses contrib-
ute to the economic vitality of 
their communities. They cre-
ate jobs, foster entrepreneur-
ship and promote a sustain-
able food ecosystem that val-
ues freshness, authenticity 
and community connections.

Visiting artisanal bakeries 
and confectioneries is not just 
about satisfying your sweet 
tooth; it’s a journey of discov-
ery and appreciation for the 
artistry and passion behind 
every treat. Whether you’re 
picking up a loaf of freshly 
baked bread for breakfast, 
indulging in a box of hand-
crafted chocolates as a gift, or 
simply savoring a slice of arti-
san cake with a loved one, 
these local gems offer a senso-
ry experience that celebrates 
the essence of homemade 
goodness and local pride.

Shop Local For Tasty Treats
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