
Garage sales are a 
time-honored tradition 
that bring neighbors 

together in the spirit of finding 
bargains and clearing out clut-
ter.  

But like any social interac-
tion, there are unwritten rules 
that both buyers and sellers 
should follow to ensure a posi-
tive experience for everyone 
involved. Here’s a guide to 
garage sale etiquette to keep 
things running smoothly.

RESPECTFUL 
BARGAINING

For buyers, haggling is part 
of the fun, but it’s important to 
be respectful. 

Start by offering a fair price, 
especially if the item is in good 
condition or already marked at 
a bargain. Remember, a garage 
sale is not an auction house—
extreme lowball offers can 
offend sellers. 

For sellers, consider pricing 
items reasonably to encourage 
fair negotiations. Be open to 
counteroffers, but know your 
bottom line.

HANDLING EARLY BIRDS
Early birds, those who arrive 

before the official start time, 
are common at garage sales. 
Sellers should be clear about 
their start time in advertise-

ments and politely ask early 
arrivals to wait if they’re still 
setting up. 

Buyers, on the other hand, 
should respect these boundar-
ies and avoid pressuring sell-
ers before they’re ready.

KEEP IT CLEAN
Sellers should ensure that 

their garage sale area is tidy 
and well-organized. Not only 

does this make it easier for 
buyers to browse, but it also 
reflects well on the host. 

For buyers, be mindful of 
where you step and how you 
handle items. Put things back 
if you decide not to buy them, 
and avoid making a mess.

FRIENDLY INTERACTIONS
A smile goes a long way at 

garage sales. Whether you’re a 

buyer or seller, being friendly 
and polite can make the expe-
rience more enjoyable. 

Sellers should greet visitors 
warmly, while buyers can 
show appreciation for the 
effort that goes into organizing 
the sale.

LEAVE NO TRACE
After the sale, sellers should 

clean up the area and dispose 

of unsold items responsibly. 
Consider donating leftover 
goods to charity or recycling 
what you can. Buyers should 
take all their purchases with 
them and avoid leaving any 
trash behind.

By following these simple 
guidelines, both buyers and 
sellers can enjoy a smooth, 
successful garage sale that 
benefits everyone involved.
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AD SPACE

SELLER’S TIP

Politeness Pays Off
Whether you’re a buyer or seller, a friendly attitude goes a long way. Politeness can lead to better deals, smoother transactions, and a more 
enjoyable experience for everyone. Remember to say please, thank you, and treat others with respect—kindness is contagious at garage sales.
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