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Winter 
Weddings



WINTER WEDDINGS  |  TRENDS

Winter weddings 
evoke a magical 
charm few other 

times of the year can 
replicate. A soft 
blanket of snow, 

candlelight glow and 
crisp, dreamy lighting 

— it’s like saying “I 
do” inside a fairy tale.

One of the biggest draws? 
Greater availability and off-
peak pricing. Because fewer 
couples marry in winter, 
you’re more likely to secure 
your preferred venue and ven-
dors — and often at discounted 
rates. Winter is a slow season 
for wedding vendors, meaning 
big savings on everything 
from florals to photography.

Then there’s the photo-
graphic magic of winter. 
Frost-kissed branches, snowy 
landscapes and soft, diffused 
light make for breathtaking 
wedding photos. Winter pro-
vides a natural, ethereal 
canvas that summer simply 
can’t match. Bloggers fre-
quently mention how the 
season yields stunning and 
romantic imagery.

Winter weddings also lend 
themselves to elegant and 
expressive fashion. Weston 
Winter Gardens, a venue in 
the United Kingdom, reports 
that winter weddings “open up 
a whole new world of fashion 
possibilities,” including “luxu-
rious coats, elegant scarves, 
and chic boots, adding both 

style and warmth to their 
ensembles.” 

Other options include long-
sleeve gowns, velvet, faux fur 
wraps, jewel-tone suits, and 
rich textures — glamorous yet 
functional in colder weather.

Cozy ambiance is another 
hallmark of a winter wedding. 
Imagine the wedding party 

and guests gathering around 
toasty fireplaces, basking in 
the glow of twinkling fairy 
lights, and enjoying a warm 
beverage from a hot chocolate 
station. These touches wrap 
the couple and their guests in 
warmth, even if the weather 
outside is frigid. It’s a natural 
invitation to intimacy and 

memorable moments.
The guest experience often 

improves too. With fewer sea-
sonal conflicts (aside from 
December), travel is easier and 
accommodations often more 
affordable. And because there 
are fewer weddings in winter, 
guests will likely remember 
yours as unique and special.

A winter wedding offers a 
blend of savings, stunning 
visuals, elegant style and 
warm intimacy — all wrapped 
in a season that feels like pure 
enchantment. If you’ve ever 
dreamed of a wedding with a 
touch of winter magic, this 
season may just hold the key 
to your perfect day.

Why Choose Winter?
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WINTER WEDDINGS  |  FINANCES

1. Off-season cost savings. 
Getting married during the 
slower winter months — typi-
cally January, February or even 
November — can yield substan-
tial discounts. Many venues and 
vendors offer 10–30% off, and 
sometimes more, to fill their 
calendars. Glow Vows reports 
that weekday weddings — espe-
cially in winter — can slice 
costs dramatically, with poten-
tial savings of up to 50% 
compared to peak-season Satur-
day bookings.

You can stretch your budget 
further by selecting non-tradi-
tional venues — like 
community centers, restaurant 
dining rooms or lodges — 
during the winter. Some venues 
include decor or seasonal holi-
day backdrops at no extra 
charge.

2. Greater availability and 
negotiating power. Winter is 
less popular for weddings, 
meaning more flexibility in 
booking your dream venue and 
vendors — often with perks like 
reduced minimums, freebies or 
relaxed scheduling.

3. Lower travel and accom-
modation costs. Guests often 
enjoy cheaper travel and lodg-
ing rates during winter. Lower 
demand means better chances 
for group hotel blocks without 
peak-season price surges.

5. Seasonal discounts on 

essentials. Florists, caterers, 
DJs, photographers and other 
vendors in low-demand sea-
sons may offer lower rates, 
discounts, or value-added 
extras. Packages may include 
upgrades or flexibility not 
available during busier 
months.

6. Creative cost-saving strat-
egies. Couples can get 
inventive to stretch their winter 
wedding budgets. Consider DIY 
decor using seasonal foliage, 
pinecones or fairy lights 
instead of expensive floral 
arrangements. Opt for in-sea-
son flowers and local produce 
in catering to reduce costs. 
Even small touches like renting 
attire or sourcing vintage lin-
ens can save hundreds, proving 
winter weddings are perfect for 
budget-conscious creativity.

CV Linens offers several 
clever ideas for saving money 
with winter decor. These 
include grabbing clearance 
Christmas decor right after 
Christmas the year before you 
get married. It’s a great time to 
grab glittering Christmas orna-
ments that could become your 
reception centerpieces. They 
even recommend taking advan-
tage of those sales to create 
budget-conscious activities at 
your reception such as a 
do-it-yourself snow globe-mak-
ing station.

Budget-Friendly Winter Weddings
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Winter weddings offer not only a romantic 
ambiance but also a smart way to save money 

and reduce stress — especially important 
given the average U.S. wedding now costs 

around $33,000, according to Investopedia.



WINTER WEDDINGS  |  COLD CONSIDERATIONS

A winter wedding  
is full of charm, but 

colder temperatures 
require careful 

preparation to ensure 
your celebration feels 
magical — not frosty. 

These thoughtful strategies 
can help keep you and your 
guests comfortable while 
embracing the beauty of the 
season.

1. Select a versatile venue. 
Choose a venue that offers 
both outdoor charm and 
indoor warmth. Look for 
spaces with indoor ceremony 
options, heated tents or recep-
tion areas with fireplaces. This 
ensures you’re ready no mat-
ter how winter weather 
unfolds.

2. Schedule around day-
light. Winter days are short. 
Plan your ceremony in late 
morning or early afternoon to 
maximize natural light for 
photos and create a warm, 
sunlit atmosphere. Be sure 
your photographer and plan-
ner build in flexibility in case 
of travel delays or weather-re-
lated hiccups.

3. Keep guests cozy. The 
most inviting winter weddings 
focus on guest comfort. Pro-
vide blankets, wraps, hot 
drinks or even hand warmers 
during outdoor moments. 
Warm beverage stations fea-
turing hot cocoa, cider or 
mulled wines can transform 
chilly spaces into cozy gather-
ing spots.

4. Rent heating solutions. If 
any part of your celebration is 
outside — whether a tent or an 
open-air cocktail hour — ask 
about safe, effective heating 
options like patio heaters or 
radiant heat lamps. This 
ensures guest comfort without 
sacrificing elegance.

5. Plan for weather 

challenges. Prepare backup 
plans for unexpected snow, ice 
or travel complications. 
Ensure your venue can salt 
and clear pathways, and pro-
vide updates or alternate 
routes if needed. Clear com-
munication reduces stress and 
helps guests arrive safely.

6. Offer decor and favors 

that blend ambiance with 
practicality. Thoughtful 
favors—such as throws, hand 
warmers or warm wraps — 
help guests feel cared for and 
enhance comfort throughout 
the day.

Plan for your own comfort, 
too. In addition to keeping 
your guests warm, plan your 

own wardrobe around the 
weather. Choose footwear that 
is stylish and practical. Check 
out bridal boots. Consider 
adding cloaks, stylish jackets, 
velvet blazers or capes to your 
wedding-wear ensemble and 
incorporate wraps, shawls or 
warm dresses for your bridal 
party.

Planning for Weather
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WINTER WEDDINGS  |  THE LOOK

Transform your 
wedding venue  
into a magical  

winter wonderland 
with decor that 

captures the season’s 
natural beauty  

and cozy charm. 

Here’s how to bring the 
enchantment of winter 
indoors.

1. Embrace greenery and 
natural textures. Greenery is a 
winter wedding staple — and 
for good reason. From draping 
garlands to statement hanging 
installations, foliage adds ele-
gance and a fresh, natural feel. 
Consider suspending leafy 
branches or eucalyptus chan-
deliers from the ceiling for 
dramatic effect, recommends 
Brides. Spread garlands or pine 
boughs along tables or aisles — 
dotted with pinecones — for a 
rustic, yet elegant touch.

2. Use a cool, contrast-rich 
color palette. Winter decor 
calls for a refined palette—
think icy whites, silver accents 
and muted jewel tones. Incor-
porate blue, ivory and gray 
with textured linens or candles 
to emulate a wintry glow. For a 
neutral yet sophisticated look, 
blend whites, taupes and rose 
gold elements like dried 
hydrangeas, velvet ribbons or 
wooden runners.

3. Illuminate with warm, 
sparkling lighting. Soft light-
ing sets the mood in 
cold-weather settings. Fairy 
lights strung overhead or along 

walls create a canopy of ambi-
ance, while tealights scattered 
across tables add romantic 
warmth. Lanterns, votives and 
candle arrangements — espe-
cially when paired with 
greenery — heighten coziness 
and charm.

4. Add seasonal florals and 
wreaths. Choose winter 
blooms that enhance your 
theme while playing with light 

and texture. Amaryllis, ranun-
culus, anemones and 
hellebores bring refined color 
and elegance to arrangements. 
Incorporate wreaths creatively. 
Drape one above a fireplace 
for a cozy photo backdrop, or 
use greenery wreaths as 
entrance decor or table 
embellishments.

5. Elevate with personal 
touches and functional decor. 

Infuse personality and comfort 
with functional decor like a hot 
cocoa bar, styled with a green-
ery garland and festive signage 
to delight guests and keep 
them warm. Dried floral 
arrangements and painted 
pinecone place cards add 
affordable yet distinctive 
accents. DIY-inspired ideas — 
like decorating candles with 
pressed greens — offer 

creative, budget-friendly ways 
to personalize your space.

A winter wonderland wed-
ding merges lush greenery, 
seasonal blooms, soft lighting 
and thoughtful accents for an 
ethereal and inviting celebra-
tion. This approach embraces 
the cozy and elegant aspects of 
the winter season to create a 
warm, inviting, and enchant-
ing atmosphere.

Seasonal Decor Ideas
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WINTER WEDDINGS  |  LOCATIONS

Winter weddings 
evoke a sense of 

magic, with snow-
dusted landscapes, 
cozy firesides and 

fewer crowds, 
allowing for intimate 

celebrations. 

For couples seeking unique 
settings, these destinations 
blend enchanting ceremonies 
with seamless honeymoons, 
from Northern Lights chases 
to alpine adventures. Whether 
exchanging vows in an ice 
chapel or relaxing in geother-
mal spas, winter offers 
unparalleled romance and 
affordability during off-peak 
seasons.

Start in Lapland, Finland, 
where the Arctic wilderness 
creates a fairytale backdrop. 
Imagine a ceremony under the 
aurora borealis, followed by a 
reception in a glass igloo. 
Honeymooners can enjoy 
husky sledding, reindeer safa-
ris and visits to Santa’s village, 
blending adventure with 
serenity. This destination 
shines from December to 
March, with mild tempera-
tures ideal for outdoor 
activities without extreme 
cold.

For a majestic mountain 
escape, head to Banff National 
Park in Canada. Snow-capped 
peaks and frozen lakes set the 
stage for vows at luxurious 
lodges like Fairmont Chateau 
Lake Louise. Post-wedding, 
couples can ski, ice skate on 

Lake Louise, or unwind in hot 
springs, making it perfect for 
nature lovers seeking a cozy 
retreat amid the Canadian 
Rockies. Winter here offers 
pristine powder and wildlife 
sightings, extending into a 
honeymoon of helicopter 
tours and stargazing.

Iceland’s Reykjavik provides 
an otherworldly vibe with gey-
sers, glaciers and black sand 
beaches. Elope in an ice cave 

or historic church, then hon-
eymoon at the Blue Lagoon for 
silica-rich soaks under the 
Northern Lights. Activities 
include snowmobiling and 
whale watching. From Sep-
tember to April, the aurora 
viewing peaks, offering dra-
matic photos and intimate 
moments away from summer 
tourists.

In Austria’s Alps, like Kitz-
bühel or Zillertal Valley, ski 

resorts double as wedding 
venues with chalets and igloo 
lounges. Say “I do” amid pow-
der-soft valleys, then 
honeymoon with heli-skiing, 
spa days and fondue dinners. 
These spots boast UNESCO 
sites and baroque charm, ideal 
for couples mixing adrenaline 
and culture.

Finally, Scotland’s Edin-
burgh or rural highlands offer 
castle weddings with medieval 

allure and lochs. Winter 
reduces crowds, allowing for 
folklore-infused ceremonies 
and whisky tastings. Honey-
moon in cozy inns, exploring 
hidden coves and rolling hills 
under crisp skies.

These destinations trans-
form winter into a romantic 
canvas, creating lifelong mem-
ories. Plan ahead for weather 
and permits to ensure a seam-
less celebration.

Unique Destinations
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WINTER WEDDINGS  |  ATTIRE

With cooler weather comes the 
opportunity for sumptuous fabrics, 
rich tones and fashion that’s as cozy 
as it is chic.

Whether you will celebrate 
indoors or outdoors, a warm, cozy 
outfit can be stylish and functional 
on the big day.

FOR BRIDES:  
GLAMOUR WITH WARMTH
Winter brides can make a dra-

matic entrance while staying 
comfortable. 

Long-sleeve gowns, lace overlays 
and rich velvet or satin materials 
create an elegant balance of cover-
age and style. 

Faux-fur shawls, wraps or capes 
add both warmth and a touch of lux-
urious romance, according to Brides 
magazine.

FOR GROOMS:  
TEXTURED TAILORING

Opting for winter-appropriate 
fabrics like tweed gives grooms a 
polished look with seasonal flair. 

Tweed suits in deep hues — like 
dark brown, green, navy or gray — 
are both warm and sartorially savvy, 
says Brides. 

For a contemporary spin, con-
sider the “Mocha Mousse” trend 
— earthy brown-gray tones are cur-
rently praised for their refined 

neutrality and are available across 
fashion lines.

FOR GUESTS:  
COLORS, FABRICS  

AND FUNCTION
If you’ll be attending a winter 

wedding as a guest, you have end-
less stylish options that blend 
fashion with practicality.

Rich color palettes: Jewel tones 
— ruby, emerald, sapphire, bur-
gundy — offer depth and visual 
impact, while dark neutrals provide 
a sophisticated backdrop.

Luxurious fabrics: Velvet, satin 
and heavier crepes look elegant 
and keep you cozy. Sequins or 

beaded embellishments add festive 
sparkle — perfect for evening 
affairs.

Coverage and layering: Long-
sleeve gowns and jumpsuits offer 
both warmth and elegance. Pairing 
outfits with tailored wool coats, 
capes or faux-fur wraps ensures 
comfort without sacrificing style.

FOOTWEAR, ACCESSORIES
Closed-toe heels such as velvet 

pumps or slingbacks blend glam 
with practicality—keeping toes 
toasty without compromising on 
sophistication. Statement jewelry 
and refined outerwear pieces ele-
vate your winter style.
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Winter 
Style  
for All

Winter weddings offer a unique 
blend of warmth, elegance and 

texture that few seasons can match. 



WINTER WEDDINGS  |  FOOD & DRINKS

As the weather  
turns chilly, a  

winter wedding  
offers the perfect 
excuse to indulge  

in comfort food and 
festive beverages  

that warm the soul. 

A thoughtfully crafted 
menu — featuring hearty bites 
and seasonal sips — can trans-
form your big day into a cozy 
and memorable culinary 
experience.

SAVORY STARTERS  
AND APPETIZERS

Kick off your reception with 
bites that embrace winter fla-
vors in a chic, bite-sized 
format. 

Try tomato soup served in 
mini mugs, accompanied by 
bacon or vegetarian bread-
sticks for a playful twist on a 
classic pairing, recommends 
The Knot. 

Another crowd-pleaser: 
sweet potato succotash, com-
bining vibrant seasonal roots 
and beans to delight both veg-
etarian and omnivore guests, 
says Brides. 

For added elegance, figs 
wrapped in prosciutto with 
goat cheese and balsamic driz-
zle deliver sweetness, 
saltiness, and balance in every 
bite.

HEARTY MAIN COURSES 
AND WARM BARS

Offer a build-your-own 
mashed potato bar with 

toppings like gravy, bacon bits, 
cheese and chives — always a 
hit for comfort-seekers. 

Personal chicken pot pies or 
mushroom ravioli filled with 
seasonal ingredients like 
squash or pumpkin meld 
homey flavors with sophisti-
cated presentation. 

Rustic charm meets indul-
gence with wood-fired pizzas 
topped with winter herbs and 
in-season produce like kale, 
Brussels sprouts or parsnips.

SWEET TREATS AND  
COZY CREATIONS

Set up a DIY hot chocolate 
station — a winter wedding 
staple — featuring mugs, top-
pings like marshmallows or 
peppermint sticks, and flavor 
syrup options. For a festive 
twist, offer spiked eggnog or 
mulled drinks such as cider or 
wine to keep guests warm and 
spirited, recommends The 
Knot. Add sugary delight with 
doughnuts and milk, a 

nostalgic and crowd-pleasing 
pairing.

SIGNATURE DRINK IDEAS 
AND GUEST FAVORITES
Winter flavors shine in sig-

nature cocktails centered on 
cranberry, apple, rosemary or 
warming spices (think mulled 
wine). For alcohol-free 
options, consider mocktails 
infused with citrus, herbs or 
seasonal fruit juices — a 
thoughtful gesture for guests 

abstaining from alcohol. 
Your winter wedding menu 

deserves to be as crisp and 
comforting as the season itself. 
Embrace hearty comfort start-
ers, warm and customizable 
mains, and cozy drink stations 
that invite guests to linger in 
both flavor and festivity. From 
DIY hot cocoa bars to savory 
seasonal mains and elegant 
appetizers, this menu will cre-
ate the perfect winter 
wonderland welcome.

Winter Wedding Menu
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