HOME

Real Estate Tips and Advice

Making an Older Home Shine

Thoughtful Updates That Can Add Comfort and Keep Charm

lder homes often hold
O details that newer con-

struction rarely match,
from solid wood trim and
plaster walls to built-in cabi-
nets and front porches made

for conversation. For many
homeowners and buyers, that

character is part of the appeal.

The good news is that prac-
tical updates do not have to
erase a house’s history. With
careful planning, owners can
improve comfort, function
and efficiency while keeping
the features that make an
older home feel distinct.

PRESERVE WHAT
MATTERS

Many houses built before
the mid-20th century were
designed with craftsmanship
that still stands out today.
Original millwork, hardwood
floors, stained glass and brick
fireplaces can often be
repaired rather than replaced.

Preservation often starts
with identifying what is worth
saving. Interior doors, win-
dow casings and hardware
may show wear, but cleaning,
refinishing or minor repairs
can bring them back to life.
Keeping those elements in
place helps maintain a home’s
visual continuity.

UPDATE FOR DAILY LIFE
At the same time, older

homes may need changes to
support modern living.
Kitchens and bathrooms are
common places for improve-
ment because they are used
hard every day and often need
better storage, lighting and

layout.

In many cases, the most
successful projects blend old
and new. Homeowners might
keep original cabinetry details
while adding durable count-
ers, or preserve a vintage tile
floor while replacing outdated
plumbing fixtures. The goal is
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not to make every room look
new. It is to make the home
work better.

COMFORT AND
EFFICIENCY
Energy performance is
another area where targeted
improvements can make a dif-

ference. The U.S. Department
of Energy notes that air leaks
around windows, doors and
foundations can raise heating
and cooling costs. Adding
insulation in attics and sealing
gaps can improve comfort
without changing a home’s
appearance.

Older windows are often
part of a home’s character,
and they do not always need
full replacement. In some
cases, weatherstripping, storm
windows and repairs can help
improve performance.
Heating and cooling systems
also deserve attention, espe-
cially in houses where equip-
ment may be aging.

Before starting major work,
it helps to understand how
one project may affect anoth-
er. Electrical service, plumb-
ing and structural conditions
should be reviewed early so
updates can be phased in sen-
sibly and surprises can be lim-
ited.

For buyers, an older home
can offer a chance to own a
piece of local history while
shaping a space for current
needs. For long-time owners,
it can be a way to invest in
comfort without losing the
familiar details that made the
home worth loving in the first
place.
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Making an Older Home Shine

Thoughtful Updates That Can Add Comfort and Keep Charm

lder homes often hold
O details that newer con-

struction rarely match,
from solid wood trim and
plaster walls to built-in cabi-
nets and front porches made

for conversation. For many
homeowners and buyers, that

character is part of the appeal.

The good news is that prac-
tical updates do not have to
erase a house’s history.

With careful planning, own-
ers can improve comfort,
function and efficiency while
keeping the features that
make an older home feel dis-
tinct.

PRESERVE WHAT
MATTERS
Many houses built before
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the mid-20th century were
designed with craftsmanship
that still stands out today.

Original millwork, hard-
wood floors, stained glass and
brick fireplaces can often be
repaired rather than replaced.

Preservation often starts
with identifying what is worth
saving. Interior doors, win-
dow casings and hardware
may show wear, but cleaning,
refinishing or minor repairs
can bring them back to life.

Keeping those elements in
place helps maintain a home’s
visual continuity.

UPDATE FOR DAILY LIFE
At the same time, older
homes may need changes to
support modern living.
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Kitchens and bathrooms are
common places for improve-
ment because they are used
hard every day and often need
better storage, lighting and
layout.

In many cases, the most
successful projects blend old
and new. Homeowners might
keep original cabinetry details
while adding durable count-
ers, or preserve a vintage tile
floor while replacing outdated
plumbing fixtures.

The goal is not to make
every room look new. It is to
make the home work better.

COMFORT AND
EFFICIENCY
Energy performance is
another area where targeted

Start With a Plan
Before tearing out old features, walk room by room and decide what truly adds character.

Saving trim, doors or floors early can prevent costly replacements later and keep the house
feeling authentic.

improvements can make a
difference. The U.S.
Department of Energy notes
that air leaks around win-
dows, doors and foundations
can raise heating and cooling
costs.

Adding insulation in attics
and sealing gaps can improve
comfort without changing a
home’s appearance.

Older windows are often
part of a home’s character,
and they do not always need
full replacement. In some
cases, weatherstripping,
storm windows and repairs
can help improve perfor-
mance.

Heating and cooling sys-
tems also deserve attention,
especially in houses where

equipment may be aging.

Before starting major work,
it helps to understand how
one project may affect anoth-
er.

Electrical service, plumbing
and structural conditions
should be reviewed early so
updates can be phased in sen-
sibly and surprises can be lim-
ited.

For buyers, an older home
can offer a chance to own a
piece of local history while
shaping a space for current
needs.

For long-time owners, it
can be a way to invest in com-
fort without losing the famil-
iar details that made the
home worth loving in the first
place.

Weatherstripping: Weatherstripping is material placed around doors or windows to reduce drafts and air leaks. It can help improve indoor comfort and energy efficiency while
leaving original frames and sash in place.
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